July 16, 2023
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME

The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

HYMN Shout to the Lord (ELW 821) See next page.
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‘lext: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965

Music: SHOUT TO THE LORD, Darlene Zschech
Text and music @ 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in U.S. and Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP),
cfo Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Codv Road, Mobile, Al. 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.



Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in
faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing
precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on
by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

A reading from lsaiah.

OFor as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 'so shall my word be that
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which | purpose, and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
2For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and
the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall
clap their hands. 2Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of
the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a
memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 65:9-13
%You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;
the river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you
provide for the earth.
%You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
1You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
3May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak
themselves with grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to
accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its
death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in
our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

A reading from Romans.

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ

Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from
the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by
the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the
flesh but according to the Spirit. °For those who live according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh
is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’For this reason
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God'’s
law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
belong to him. °But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in
you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people of God stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188) See next page.
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s
word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.”
Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces
different results in those who hear.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there,
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 2And he told them many things
in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. “And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. °Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. °®But when the sun rose,
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. "Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. °Let anyone with ears listen!”

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. *®*When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 2°As for what
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; ?!yet such a person has no root, but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account
of the word, that person immediately falls away. ?As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 2°But as for
what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and



understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people of God are seated.
SERMON
The people of God stand.

HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing. Changing Chutch, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW P.105)

| believe in God, the Father he ascended into heaven,

almighty, he is seated at the right hand
creator of heaven and earth. of the Father,

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s and he will come to judge the

only Son, our Lord, living and the dead.
who was conceived by the | believe in the Holy Spirit,

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
born of the virgin Mary, the communion of saints,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, the forgiveness of sins,
was crucified, died, and was the resurrection of the body,

buried; and the life everlasting.
he descended to the dead.* Amen.

On the third day he rose
again;



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond
with the hymn below “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (ELW 752) See
next page.
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xt: Ken Medema, b. 1943
sic: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting

in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

=

The people of God are seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of
the church. For those worshipping online please visit our website
(www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now" button on the home
page. Thank you! The people of God stand as the offering is brought
forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801) See next Page.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond
to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p.190)
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life
And so, with the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.

on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread; and the power, and the glory,

and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.

The people of God are seated.



COMMUNION

Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the
center of the tray contain white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-
free wafers are available upon request.

All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to
come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and
nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not
take communion may come forward for a blessing.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471) See next page.
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poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.

The people of God stand.
PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body
and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God bhlesses us and sends us in mission to the world.




BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
HYMN Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (ELW 547)
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune

Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.



SENDING
Go in peace! Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall.
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today July 23
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) John Black Wayne Frauenholtz
Minister of Technology Paula Casper Jill Taylor
Worship (Altar Care) Nancy Bruns Nancy Bruns

Ministry Opportunities This Week

Tuesday, July 17

5:30 PM-8:00 PM Vacation Bible School
Wednesday, July 18

5:30 PM-8:00 PM Vacation Bible School
Thursday, July 19

6:00 AM — Women’s Bible Study

5:30 PM-8:00 PM Vacation Bible School
Friday, July 20

5:30 PM-8:00 PM Vacation Bible School
Sunday, July 23

9:30 AM — Worship
10:30 AM — Fellowship

5:00 PM — 4" Sunday Community meal

To grow so deep in Christ
through worship, education, and
fellowship that we celebrate by
reaching out to others.

il

Thank you for worshipping with us today.
Just as Jesus welcomed the stranger, we
believe all are welcome here. Please join
us again next week. For more information
about our life together in Christ, visit:
www.wbbethany.org

Land Acknowledgement

Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,

Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we
give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and
continue to call this land their home.
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Bethany Lutheran Church's Annual

at BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
SUNDAY, AUG. 6TH: 6-8 PM

JAMES KENNEDY AQUATIC CENTER- J U Iy ] 8 -2]

TIPTON OUTDOOR POOL
Bring friends or another family to join us! 5 '30 = 8 PM
We have the entire pool just for us and prepaid for everyone. =

SWIM + YARD GAMES + SNACKS + GIANT FREEZE POPS Dinner served @ 5:30 pm

Preschool- Grade 6
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