| AM WITH YOU ALWAYS,
TO THE END OF THE AGE

MATTHEW 28:20

June 4, 2023
First Sunday after Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the ++ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! (ELW 413)
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GREETING (ELW p.184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KRYIE (ELW p.184)
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let us pray Lo the Lord, let us  pray 1o the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise
your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and
bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1--2:4a

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form
the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the
seventh day.



A reading from Genesis.

!In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, ?the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the

waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. “And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from
the waters.” “So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening
and there was morning, the second day.

SAnd God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry
land appear.” And it was so. °God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. *'Then God said, “Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in
it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. **And there was evening
and there was morning, the third day.

“And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, *°and let them be lights in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. **God made the two great lights—the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. ’God set them in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth, 8to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. *°And there was evening and there was morning,
the fourth day.

20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature
that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And
God saw that it was good. 2God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 22And there was evening and there was morning, the
fifth day.

24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and
wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 2>God made the wild animals of the earth of
every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind.
And God saw that it was good.

26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 2’So God
created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created
them.

28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it;
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth.” °God said, “See, | have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon
the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 3°And to
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, | have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 3'God
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day.

21Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. ?And on the seventh day God
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had



done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work
that he had done in creation.

42These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 8
10 LorD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger.
3When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
“what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them?
SYet you have made them little less than divine;
with glory and honor you crown them.
%You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:
‘all flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts of the field,
8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
%0 LorbD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in
the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God'’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership.

A reading from 2 Corinthians.

[Paul writes:] *'Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree
with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. *?Greet one another
with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. *The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people of God stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188)
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 28:16-20

After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and
teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

8 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed

them. Y"When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. °Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ?°and

teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always,
to the end of the age.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The people of God are seated.
SERMON

The people of God stand.
HYMN Rise, Shine, You People! (ELW 665)
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The people of God are seated.

WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these brothers and sisters, one with us in
the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of this congregation.

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We are
called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the
example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

Sisters in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in
this place?
| do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us welcome these sisters in Christ to this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.

Together we will give thanks and praise to God

and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (ELW 752)
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Music: CHILIREN PRAYING. Ken Medema
Textand mwsie 03 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Cuarol Streamy, 1L O0T88, AL rights reserved, Used by perngssion,

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people of God are seated.



OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank
you! After the offering is gathered, we sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

The people of God stand.
OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.

Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p.190)
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life

And so, with the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The people of God are seated.
COMMUNION
Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the center of the tray contain white
grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion
with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened,
forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to proclaim the good
news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come forward for a blessing.



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)
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| Come With Joy (ELW 482)
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The people of God stand.
PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By
your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
HYMM Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (ELW 884)
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hecav'n - ly host;  praise  Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Teat Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: QLD HUNDREIFTTL Louis Buurgeais, 151-1561



SENDING

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Please join us for cake, refreshments and fellowship in the fellowship hall.
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today June 11

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart

Proclamation (Lector) Jon Twing Kami Poppen

Minister of Technology Paula Casper Paula Casper

Worship (Altar Care) Marsh Family Marsh Family
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Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as
Jesus welcomed the stranger, we believe all are
welcome here. Please join us again next week.
For more information about our life together in
Christ, visit: www.wbbethany.org

To grow so deep in Christ
through worship, education, and
fellowship that we celebrate by
reaching out to others.

’ Ministry Opportunities This Week |

Wednesday, June 7

7:00 AM — Men’s Bible Study with Breakfast
Thursday, June 8

6:00 AM — Women'’s Bible Study
Sunday, June 11

9:30 AM — Worship Outdoor

10:30 AM — Fellowship

Visit our virtual

prayer wall



file:///C:/Users/Paula/Dropbox/Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%20in%20Progress/2023/2023%20Done/www.wbbethany.org
https://wbbethany.org/?page_id=5359

1'&5’)&7%&‘} § e S T LA e LL‘#.'!_‘F(;.’!:A“T&&M&%,‘&WZE

T, > ORI Vi

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

JILL BARNHART
EVIE WHITE
JOANN BROOKSHEAR
HEIDI CHRISTENSEN
WAUTHENA NOE

O PR I

SUPPORT THE MANY
MINISTRIES

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

OFFERING PLATE
1 Money can he plaeed in oﬂ‘eﬂng plate on

ON-LINE DONATIONS
. Scan QR code with your phone
or visit our website
https://wbbethany.org. Click
on the blue “Give Now" button.

AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWAL

{ t Sign up for the “Simply Giving” program for
automatic withdrawals from your account.
\. Contact bicsecretary@Ilcom.net

MOBILE APP
/ Download the new Vanco Mobile App: 1
} Mmmmnﬂmlappms.hct m
Bethany Lutheran Church, West Branch,
1A and make your donation.

3 IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER
Tax-free donation directly from an IRA to
Bethany Lutheran Church
This is a tax-free way to give your required
minimum distributions from your IRA to charity.

VBS 2023

July 18-21
5:30- 8:00 pm

Dinner served @ 5:30 pm
Incoming Preschool- 6th grade

Bethany Lutheran Church

This summer we're going wild for Jesus during
our Wild Life Vacation Bible School at Bethany
Lutheran Church! Come join us for a four-day
adventure this July 18-21 from 5:30- 8:00 pm
each day (dinner served at 5:30 pm) and learn
about how special you are to God!

All incoming Preschool through Grade 6 kids are
invited. Be on the lookout for registration and
volunteer information that will be coming soon to
your email and our Facebook page.

Bethany's VBS Committee
Courtney Heid, Kristen Van Scoyoc, Amber
Marsh, Kristin McElhinney

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress
under license # SB135727.

Rise, Shine, You People! (ELW 665) Text and music © 1974 Augsburg
Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under
OnelLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Come, Join the Dance of Trinity (ELW 412) Text © 2001 Selah Publishing
Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-
| Come With Joy (ELW 482) Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing
Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net
A-726405 streaming license.

Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.




