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PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.
HYMN How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796)
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for | am your God and  will still give you  aid;
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”

like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be bome.”



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and
not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that
of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and persecution.
Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his enemies and commits his life
into God'’s hands.

A reading from Jeremiah.

'O LoRD, you have enticed me, and | was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you have
prevailed. | have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 8For whenever | speak, |
must cry out, | must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word of the LORD has become for me a
reproach and derision all day long. °If | say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,”
then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; | am weary with holding it
in, and | cannot. °For | hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce
him!” All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can
prevail against him, and take our revenge on him.” 1But the Lorb is with me like a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they
will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten.

120 LorbD of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution
upon them, for to you | have committed my cause. 3Sing to the LorD; praise the Lorbp! For he has
delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 69:7-10, 16-18
'Surely, for your sake | have suffered reproach,
and shame has covered my face.
8 have become a stranger to my own kindred,
an alien to my mother’s children.
9Zeal for your house has eaten me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.
% humbled myself with fasting,
but that was turned to my reproach.
8 Answer me, O LoRrbD, for your love is kind:;
in your great compassion, turn to me.
"Hide not your face from your servant;
be swift and answer me, for | am in distress.
8Draw near to me and redeem me;
because of my enemies deliver me.



SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11
In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We have been
made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin.

A reading from Romans.

15Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to
sin go on living in it? *Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were

baptized into his death? *Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. ®*We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. ‘For whoever has died is freed from sin. ®But if
we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. ®*We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. °The death he
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. *So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people of God stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188)
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 10:24-39
Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he
assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] ?*“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; %°it is
enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the
master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!

2650 have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret
that will not become known. 2’What | say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul;
rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 2°Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. °And even the hairs of your head
are all counted. 3'So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, | also will acknowledge before my Father
in heaven; **pbut whoever denies me before others, | also will deny before my Father in heaven.

3%Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to bring peace, but a

sword. *°*For | have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a



daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; %*and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
3"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; *and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me
is not worthy of me. **Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will
find it.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

The people of God are seated.
SERMON

The people of God stand.
HYMN Children of the Heavenly Father (ELW 781)
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Tryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra dn Guds lil - la  bar - na- ska - ra,
Chil - dren of the heav'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath - er;
God his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour - ish.
Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil-dren sev - er;
Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W, Olson, 1870-1958
Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (ELW 752)

T —— - —
o — P —— | | = | ] I T
p C 7 J  — —— i —
Y2 4 %4 * o644 s 4o
N—
Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;
0 &

! |-
— oo —9
N
Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

=
o

O

%
:
'
J

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people of God are seated.



OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online please visit our website (www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now
button on the home page. Thank you! The people of God stand as the offering is brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

HYMN O Jesus, | Have Promised (ELW 810)
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1 O Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in ac - cents clear and still
4 0O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
1 see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er mnear me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.
SENDING

Go in peace! Christ is with you!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Thank you for worshipping with us.
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall.
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today July 2
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Jill Barnhart Toni Dodds
Minister of Technology Cole Crosthwaite/Tate Frantz Jill Taylor
Worship (Altar Care) Marsh Family Nancy Bruns

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus

/! welcomed the stranger, we believe all are welcome here.

Please join us again next week. For more information about
our life together in Christ, visit: www.wbbethany.org



file:///C:/Users/Paula/Dropbox/Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%20in%20Progress/2023/2023%20Done/www.wbbethany.org

Join us for the Community meal tonight.

Ministry Opportunities This Week 5:00-6:00PM in the Great Hall!
Everyone is welcome.

Tonight June 25™ — Community meal 5:00-6:00PM in
the Great Hall
Wednesday, June 28

7:00 AM — Men’s Bible Study with Breakfast
Thursday, June 29

6:00 AM — Women'’s Bible Study

1:00 PM — Quilting Group
Sunday, July 2

9:30 AM — Worship

10:30 AM — Fellowship

N 7 - Land Acknowledgement
e e o ‘ . 3 Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and

ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,
Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we
give thanks for their presence here since time

To grow so deep in Christ i immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
through worship, education, and <\ Ifs honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and
fellowship that we celebrate by o ‘ continue to call this land their home.

reaching out to others.
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Visit our virtual

prayer wall
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IR § bethanyprays

Stay up to date with happenings from around the Southeastern Iowa Synod
by signing up for the weekly E-News. Visit: https://seiasynod.org/follow-us/

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg
Fortress under license # SB135727.

Children of the Heavenly Father (ELW 781); Text © 1925 Board of publication, Lutheran church in America, admin. Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (ELW 752); Text and Music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by
permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512); Text and Music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin.
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christin the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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VBS 2023 Information

Volunteer Opportunities: We are excited to host VBS this summer. We are in need of many adult volunteers
in order to have the program. Our VBS program is from 5:30-8:00 pm each evening: Tuesday through
Friday (July 18-21). We are asking program volunteers to arrive at 5:15 pm and all activities will be prepared
& provided for you. We are serving dinner this year and also seeking kitchen volunteers (to arrive at 4:30 pm).
Dinner menus have been created, food/ingredients will be provided, and the prep/cooking is minimal.

After signing up, we will contact you about a background check (it's a simple form) to finalize your volunteer
commitment if you have not completed one prior. Bethany requires all adults to have a background check
completed before volunteering with children per our Child Safety Policy and we appreciate your support with
this.

We are using Sign-Up Genius for the volunteer sign-up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094CA8SAC2EAOFC1-vbsvolunteer.

Contact the Church's office with any questions and we'll connect you to a VBS coordinator.

Student Reqistration Bethany Lutheran Church invites all children to join us for Vacation Bible School this
summer! This year, our program will be held in the evenings. Our VBS 4-day program is from 5:30-8:00 PM for
the days of Tuesday, July 18 through Friday, July 21. Children currently or will be in Preschool- 6th grade are
invited!

Please register online at https://forms.gle/XHYG6DDgy91hg22y?7.

Thank you for your support with VBS at Bethany Lutheran Church!
VBS Coordinators,
Courtney Heid, Kristen Van Scoyoc, Amber Marsh, Kristin McElhinney

at BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

July 18-21
5:30-8 PM

Dinner served @ 5:30 pm
Preschool- Grade 6
O340
bit.ly/bethanyvbs23 %55
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