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PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
HYMN Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377)
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1 Al - le - lu - ia! Je - sus is ris -  en!

2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - fter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;

4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, Dbe si - lent
5 Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
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Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - 11 - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - 1y to o - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit of  the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - ru - sa - lem, Je - sus  the Lamb,
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Splen-dor,  the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break-ing  our bread, giv - ing  us glo - 1y
heav - en to earth, Christ to the peo - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O  grave, be o - pen!
riv - er of life, saints and arch - an -  gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing  to me.

Clothe us in won - der, a - domm us in light.

sing withcre - a - tion to God the I Am!



[ T o I o I |
S R s T e |
e o o 1 | | |' 1 | i 1
J d i . 1 ' ' |
Je - sus is ris - en and we shall a - rise.
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Give God  the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: David N. Johnson, 19221987
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
Music @ 1969 Contemnorarv Worshin 1. admin. Auegsbure Fortress.
GREETING (ELW p.184)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KRYIE (ELW p.184)
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you «cen-ter our lives in the
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u - ni -ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - fter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, .. .. for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls ... with your bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The people of God are seated.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could
be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his
preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

A reading from Acts.

SSFilled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. %%“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!” 5’But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed
together against him. *Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. >°While they were stoning Stephen,
he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®°Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord,
do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16
lIn you, O LorbD, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
?Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
5Into your hands | commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
SMy times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16 et your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God'’s chosen,
holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus
Christ.

A reading from First Peter.

’Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—3if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. “Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by
mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and ®like living stones, let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. 8For it stands in scripture: “See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and
precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do. °But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous



light. *°Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people of God stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188)
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GOSPEL READING: John 14:1-14
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in

me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would | have told you that
| go to prepare a place for you? 2And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will
take you to myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. “And you know the way to the place
where | am going.” *Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?” 8Jesus said to him, “l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. ’If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know
him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” °Jesus said to him, “Have |
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? 1°Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in
me does his works. 'Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not,
then believe me because of the works themselves. ?Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me
will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to
the Father. 13 will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the

Son. ¥If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people of God are seated.
SERMON
The people of God stand.



HYMN You Are the Way (ELW 758)
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1 You are the way; to you a- lone from sin and death we flee;

2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on - ly can in - form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p.105)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people of God are seated.

OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.orq). Thank
you! After the offering is gathered, we sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

The people of God stand.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p.190)
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life

And so, with the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho -1y, ho-ly Lord God  of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full ofyour glo - ry, full ofyour glo-ry. Ho-
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The people of God are seated.
COMMUNION
Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the center of the tray contain white
grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion
with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened,
forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to proclaim the good
news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come forward for a blessing.



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Now We Join in Celebration (ELW 462)

I Now we join in cel - e - bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!
3 Lord,we share in this com-mu - nion as one fam-'ly of God’s chil - dren,
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;
For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess - ing
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rec - on-ciled through you,our broth-er, one in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen -dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v'ry, of yourliv - ing self, our vic - try,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life tofeed us.
pledge of your un- fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav’'n-ly glad - ness.
seek - ing jus-tice, love,and mer - cy till you comein fi - nal glo - ry.

Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918—-1990
Music: SCHMUCKE DICH, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress



| Received the Living God (ELW 477)

Refrain
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of joy.
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of  joy.
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1 Je-sus said I am the bread, knead-ed long to give you life;
2 Je-sus said I am the way, and my Fa - ther longs for you;
3 Je-sus said: I am the truth; come and fol - low close to me.
4 Je-sus said I am the life, far from whom no thing can  grow,
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you who will  par-take of me need not ev - er fear to die.
so I come to bring you home to be one with us a - new.
You will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you free.
but re - ceive this liv - ing bread, and my Spir - it vou shall know.
The people of God stand.
PRAYER
Let us pray.

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By
your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
| Know that My Redeemer Lives (ELW 619)
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11 know that my Re - deem - er lives! What  com - fort
2 He lives tri-um - phant from the grave; he lives e -
3 He lives to grant me rich  sup - ply; he lives to
4 He lives to si - lence all my fears; he lives to
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guide me with his eye; he lives to com - fort
wipe a - way my tears; he lives to calm my
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once  was dead; he lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head!
throned a - bove; he lives to rule his church in love.
me when faint; he lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.
trou - bled heart; he lives all bless - ings to im - part.



SENDING
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today May 14
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Pat Cassabaum Patsy Ernst
Minister of Technology Paula Casper Jill Taylor
Worship (Altar Care) John & Linda Black John & Linda Black
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Ministry Opportunities This Week |

Monday, May 8
6:30 PM — Council

Wednesday, March 10
7:00 AM — Men’s Bible Study with Breakfast
9:00 AM — Women'’s Circle

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as
Jesus welcomed the stranger, we believe all are

welcome here. Please join us again next week. 6:15 PM — Choir Practice
For more information about our life together in 6:30 PM — Faith Formation (4-8 Grade)
Christ, visit: www.wbbethany.org Thursday, March 11

6:00 AM — Women'’s Bible Study

Sunday, May 14
9:30 AM — Worship
10:30 AM — Fellowship

DURING WORSHIP ON MAY 21 (9:30 AM)

Come celebrate with our graduates:
Alex Poppen, Hannah Schiele, Andrew Samuelson,
Aiden Shields and Hunter Niles ‘

school

with Bethany Lutheran Church

Preschool - Grade 3

May 7, 14, 21

i 8:30 - 9:15§ AM
LAST CLASS UNTIL FALL
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HIKING

Thursday, May 18 @ 6:30 PM
(Weather Dependent)

Bl

Visit our virtual

Meet at the Shelter House of the prayer wall
Hoover Library and Museum.
We will have a short devotional, talk
about future hikes and then take a walk
through the prairie.

REVIVAL
IMAGINE

R IMAGINE...
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BISHOP AMY CURRENT BISHOP YEHIEL CURRY RACHEL KURTZ
SEIA SYNOD - ELCA METRO CHICAGO SYNOD - ELCA MUSICIAN

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license
# SB135727.

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377) Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Now We Join in Celebration (ELW 462) Text © Joel W Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405
streaming license.

Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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