March 19, 2023
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME

The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the -+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

HYMN As the Winter Days Go Longer Thirsty (ACS 924) See next page.
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1 As the win - ter days grow long-er, draw-ing short the hours of night;

2 As the vines burst

in

to blos-som, fra- grant

in

the morn - ing air,

3 As we jour - ney through this sea- son, pil-grims through a thirst - y land,
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as
lift -

our ea - ger
ing spir - its with their sweet-ness,

ex - pec - ta - tion waits

for Eas - ter’s dawn-ing light—

lur - ing hearts to thank-ful prayer—
quench us with your liv-ing pres-ence; guide

us with your lov - ing hand.
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yearn-ing peo-ple, here we gath-er, turn - ing watch-ful eyes

to you:

Lent - en peo-ple, here we gath-er, seek - ing lives re-freshed from sin.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: SUO GAN, Welsh melody
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

GREETING (ELW p.184)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KRYIE (ELW p.203)

God who bless-es earth with spring-time, shine with-in our
God who bless-es earth with spring-time, bloom with-in our

God who bless-es earth with spring-time, grant us sab-bath

Wan-d’ring peo-ple, here we gath-er, called to rest a-long our way.
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world a - new!
hearts a - gain!
joy this day!

0 4 . ;
b I I . . I I ! !
— P R E—— ! P I S R— =
1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!




PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and
anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse
and did not match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics.
With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the LORD, designating
David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul.

A reading from 1 Samuel.

1The LoRrD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; |
will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a
king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he
will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘| have
come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to
you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The
elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” °He said, “Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the LORD;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s
anointed is now before the LORD.” ’But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because | have
rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has

the LORD chosen this one.” °Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he
said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 1%Jesse made seven of his
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not
chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And



he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.” *?He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him;
for this is the one.” 3Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in
the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramabh.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23
Psalm 23 is a trust psalm.
The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
°The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear
no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
SYou prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
5Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct
our lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly
pleasing to God.

A reading from Ephesians.

80nce you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children
of light—°for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and
true. 1°Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 'Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. *2For it is shameful
even to mention what such people do secretly; 3but everything exposed by
the light becomes visible, *for everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine
on you.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



The people of God stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.205)
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We are turn - ing, Lord, to hear you; you are mer - ci - ful and kind —

0] . .

(- ILV' ! | |= ud .i .i £ J l l I I F-‘ !

P+ B e e

slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

GOSPEL READING: John 9:1-41
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards
as spiritual blindness to the things of God.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. ?His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. “We must work the
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can
work. °As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ®When he
had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, “saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back
able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a
beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” °Some
were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.”
He kept saying, “| am the man.” 1°But they kept asking him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” 'He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud,
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went
and washed and received my sight.” ?They said to him, “Where is he?” He
said, “l do not know.”

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been

blind. **Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened
his eyes. ®Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and
now | see.” 18Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he
does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 1’So they said again to



the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”
He said, “He is a prophet.”

18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his

sight %and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” ?°His parents answered, “We know that this is our
son, and that he was born blind; 2*but we do not know how it is that now he
sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.” ??His parents said this because they were afraid of the
Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to
be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. >*Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2450 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” °He
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that
though | was blind, now | see.” 2°They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” 2’He answered them, “| have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also
want to become his disciples?” 2Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. ??We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” *°The
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 3'We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his
will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are
you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 3®*He answered, “And who is he,
sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.” 3’Jesus said to him, “You have
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, | believe.”
And he worshiped him. *®Jesus said, “| came into this world for judgment so
that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become
blind.” “°Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely
we are not blind, are we?” 4'Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The people of God are seated.



SERMON
The people of God stand.

HYMN Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)
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1 A maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 ’Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’ve  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p.105)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” The people of God will then
sing “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” (ELW 751). Please see next page.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

>

.

Mt

235 )

P

i

The people of God are seated.

OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of
the church. For those worshipping online, options on ways to give are found
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, we sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

The people of God stand.
OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast 1o come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we
receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p.206)
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and
prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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san-na in the high - est;, ho - san - na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as itis in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The people of God are seated.
COMMUNION
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the
center of the tray contain white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-
free wafers are available upon request.

All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to
come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ



forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and
nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not
take communion may come forward for a blessing.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Lamb of God (ELW p.208)
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Christ, the Life of All Living (ELW 339)
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ,the death of death, our foe,
2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and haveborne it pa - tient - ly,
3 Then, for all that boughtmy par-don, for the sor-rowsdeep and sore,
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Christ, your-self for me once giv-ing to the dark -est depths of woe:
e - ven death by cru-ci- fix-ion, ful -ly to a - tone for me;
for the an- guish in the gar-den, I will thank you ev - er-more;
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through your suf-f'ring,death,and mer - it life e-ter - nal [ in- her - it.
for youchose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.
thank you for the groan-ing,sigh-ing, for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, wun - to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, wun - to you.
for that last tri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.
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Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN, Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687



We Come to the Hungry Feast (ELW 479)
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I We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of  peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - 'ty kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we eat our fill, the hun-ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.

The people of God stand.
PRAYER
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us
in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a
making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843)
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a lib - er - at-ing light;
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil-dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;

3 Praise the one true love in - car - nate: Christ,who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-’ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.

praise the One
Je - sus died

who drove out de-mons with a

and

rose for man -y

that we

pierc-ing, two-edged sword.

may know God by

grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - ’ry dread dis -ease,

Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter

to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;

Let us sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm-ing storms and feed - ing thou-sands with the

from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in

Praise the one

SENDING

re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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ver - y bread of peace.

ev - ‘ry land.

One who makes us one.

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of:

Today

March 26

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation Bruce Jeffries Beth Kaufman
(Lector)

Minister of Jill Taylor Cole Crosthwaite/ Tate
Technology Frantz

Care)

Worship (Altar

Worship Committee

Worship Committee

/
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Thank you for worshipping with us today.
Just as Jesus welcomed the stranger, we
believe all are welcome here. Please join

us again next week. For more
information about our life together in
Christ, visit: www.wbbethany.org
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March 22 March 29
Dinner @ 6:15 PM

Worship @ 7:00 PM
Prayer for the healing of

We invite everyone te join us!

’2 with Bethany Lutheran Church

Preschool - Grade 3

April 2, 16, 23

8:30 - 9:15§ AM
WORSHIP AT 9:30 AM

Palm Sunday Children’s

Do Dinede

April 2nd during 9:30 AM Worship

Dinner @ 6:15 PM
Prayer Around the Cross Prayer Around the Cross
Worship @ 7:00 PM
Beside Still Waters
creation A prayer of healing

Ministry Opportunities This
Week

Wednesday, March 22
7:00 AM — Men’s Bible Study with
Breakfast
6:15 PM — Choir Practice
6:15 PM — Lent Meal
7:00 PM — Prayer Around the Cross
Worship
Thursday, March 23
6:00 AM — Women’s Bible Study
2:00 PM — Worship at Crestview
Sunday, March 26
8:30 AM — Sunday School
9:30 AM — Worship
10:30 AM — Fellowship

‘ with Bethany Lutheran Church

Preschool - Grade 3

March 5, 19, 26

8:30 - 9:15 AM
WORSHIP AT 9:30 AM
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small group Bible Studies

community outreach programs

meals and fellowship

Average Online attendance = 112
viewers

Thank you for your gifts,
Thank you for your gifts,

Stay up to date with happenings from around our
Synod by signing up for the weekly E-News. Visit:
https://seiasynod.org/follow-us/

Southeastern lowa Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.
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Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.
As the Winter Days Go Longer (ACS 924); Text © 1953 Mary Louise Bringle. Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Used by permission under
OnelLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

We Come to the Hungry Feast (ELW 479); Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under
OnelLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

All Who Hunger Gather, Gladly (ELW 461); Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. Arr. Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under
OnelLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843); Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
OnelLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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