
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beside Still Waters 

A liturgy of healing prayer 

with the laying on of hands and anointing, 

based on Psalm 23. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING 

We gather in the name of the triune God, 
our healer, our hope, our only home. 

We come to hear the promises of God, 
to pray for healing and for one another, 
to give and to receive the anointing of oil 
and the laying on of hands, 
and to be sent into the world 
as wounded healers and bearers of Christ’s love. 

HYMN O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come 

 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, by your goodness and mercy 
you guide your flock to still waters and green pastures 
where we are restored to abundant life in you, 
now and all the days of our lives. 
Amen. 

Silence. 

WORD 

The refrain from “Shepherd me, O God” (ELW 780) on next page is sung  

and then used as a refrain following the readings. 



 

The Lord is my shepherd, 
I shall not be in want. 

The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
and leads me beside still waters. 

You restore my soul, O Lord, 
and guide me along right pathways 
for your name’s sake. 

Though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, 

I shall fear no evil; 
For you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me.       Psalm 23:1-4 

 

You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me 
all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever.     Psalm 23:5-6 



 

Silence. 

Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, our good shepherd, 
you give us new birth in the waters of baptism, 
you anoint us with oil, 
and you nourish us at your table with heavenly food. 
In your goodness and mercy, 
dispel the shadows of evil and death, 
and lead us along safe paths, 
that we may rest securely in your 
and dwell in the house of the Lord, 
now and forever, for your name’s sake. 
Amen. 

A time of silence is kept as the word dwells richly in those gathered. 

INVITATION TO THE LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING AND PRAYER AT THE CROSS 

A reading from James. 

Are any of you suffering? They should pray. 
Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 
Are any among you sick? They should call the elders of the church 
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 
The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up, 
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 
Therefore confess your sins to one another, 
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.  James 5:13-16a 

Those who desire the prayer of faith and the laying on of hands 
are invited to stand or kneel. 

All who are drawn to be part of this ministry are asked to watch 
so that no one comes forward and is left kneeling alone— 
rise and stand beside those who kneel. 
Place your hand upon the person’s head or shoulder. 
Hear the words of this prayer, 
“Jesus Christ, our savior and shepherd, 
fill you with love, mend you with mercy, 
and grant you peace.” 



Those who receive oil upon your forehead in the sign of the cross,  
a reminder of the baptismal grace that forgives, frees, and heals us, 
hear the assuring words, “You are God’s child, now and always.” 

The Lord is our shepherd, we need nothing more. 
Come, you who are filled with anxiety, regret, or fear. 
Christ leads you beside still waters. 

Come, you who long for reconciliation between peoples and nations. 
God has set a table in the presence of our enemies, 
where we can feast with them on Christ’s mercy. 

Come, you who walk in death’s dark valley 
and you who accompany others along the sorrow road. 
God’s comfort is yours. 

You may come to the cross 
to kneel or sit as beside still waters. 
In song and prayer, 
our bodies, our breath, our hearts, our hands, 
and our voices are joined in God. 

PRAYER AT THE CROSS 
Hymns below are sung softly while people come forward to pray, receive the laying on of hands, and 
anointing. Sing each hymn three times. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

When the prayers at the cross, laying on of hands, and anointing have come to a close and the music has 
ended, silence is kept. 

CLOSING PRAYER AND SENDING 

Gathering our many prayers into one, let us pray. 

We give thanks, O God, 
that you have come to heal us, 
and have called us to bring your healing to one another. 
Fill us with your Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to your call 
and grateful for your power. 
Send us into the world as healers in your name 
through Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. 
Amen. 



The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
keep you in goodness and mercy, now and forever. 
Amen. 

You may remain in silence for prayer. 
When you leave, do so quietly. 
Christ goes with you.  

The room stays quiet and dark until all have finished praying.  

Thank you for worshipping with us this evening! 
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