March 12, 2023
Third Sunday in Lent
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME

The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross (ELW 335)
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1 Je - sus, keep me near the cross, there’s a pre -cious foun - tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a  heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
tll I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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Please see refrain on next page.




Refrain

0 S N
G5 7

| L 1N
™

o S

. HEE
"

In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - 1y ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KRYIE (ELW p.203)
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Chrst, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this
water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

The people of God are seated.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in
desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The
doubt-filled question— “Is the LORD among us or not?”—received a very positive answer.

A reading from Exodus.

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as

the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to

drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them,
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LorD?” ®But the people thirsted there for water;
and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and
our children and livestock with thirst?” “*So Moses cried out to the LoRrRD, “What shall | do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” °The LoRD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people,
and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the
Nile and go. °l will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water
will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He
called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying,
“Is the LORD among us or not?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 95
1Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
’Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LorD with psalms.
3For you, LoRrb, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
>The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
®Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
"For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
8“Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
®There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.
©Forty years | loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’
Yindeed | swore in my anger,
‘They shall never come to my rest.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11

Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through
Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to
God in the cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation.

A reading from Romans.



1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, ?through
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing
the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, “and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, *and hope
does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us.

®For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. ‘Indeed, rarely will anyone
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to

die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. °"Much more
surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the
wrath of God. *°For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his
Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 1'But more than that, we
even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people of God stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.205)
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We are turn - ing, Lord, to hear you; you are mer - ci - ful and kind —
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

GOSPEL READING John 4:5-42
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads
many others to faith.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

°[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his
son Joseph.®Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was
about noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples
had gone to the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask
a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) °Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 21 The woman said to him, “Sir, you
have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? *?Are you greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 3Jesus said to
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, **but those who drink of the water that |
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.” *°The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

8 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 'The woman answered him, “I have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘| have no husband’; *¥for you have had five
husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” **The woman
said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. 2°0Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you
say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” ?!Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe



me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in

Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. ZBut the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 2*God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 2The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is
coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 2%Jesus said to her,
‘I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one
said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 2Then the woman left her water jar
and went back to the city. She said to the people, 2*Come and see a man who told me everything |
have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” *°They left the city and were on their way to
him.

3IMeanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” *But he said to them, “I have
food to eat that you do not know about.” 33*So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has
brought him something to eat?” **Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me
and to complete his work. 3°*Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest'? But | tell
you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 3*The reaper is already receiving
wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. *'For here
the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ *8 sent you to reap that for which you did not
labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

3Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me
everything | have ever done.” °So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with
them; and he stayed there two days. **And many more believed because of his word. **They said to
the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people of God are seated.

SERMON Pastor Phil Hougen
The people of God stand.
HYMN | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 611)
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1 I heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
3 1 heard the voice of Je - sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry  one, lay down your head up-on my breast”
the liv - ing wa - ter, thirst - y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright”

QL

!
|

Qﬂ Py e — p— e
Gt rel e e ee .
SRR | |

I

I

I

I !

| |
& I
& /K

N

came to Je -sus as I was, so wea -1y, worn, and sad;
came to Je - sus, and I drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
looked to Je - sus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in him.
and in that light of life 'l walk till trav-"ling days are done.
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APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW P.105)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” The people of God will then sing “O Lord, Hear My
Prayer” (ELW 751) see next page.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when 1 call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt.

Music: HEAR MY PRAYER, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people of God are seated.



OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online please visit our website (www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now"
button on the home page. Thank you! The people of God stand as the offering is brought forward.

HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
0 st . .
st | - | ] —— - 1|
4 s e i — I f— A— 7 i — s — i
> t [ A @ o o — i1

Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807)
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-'ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and | hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

SENDING

Go in peace! Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Thank you for worshipping with us.
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall.
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today March 19
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Deb Anderson Bruce Jeffries
Minister of Technology Paula Casper Jill Taylor
Worship (Altar Care) Worship Committee Worship Committee

‘ with Bethany Lutheran Church

Preschool - Grade 3

March 5, 19, 26

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus
welcomed the stranger, we believe all are welcome here.
Please join us again next week. For more information about
our life together in Christ, visit: www.wbbethany.org

8:30 - 9:15§ AM
WORSHIP AT 9:30 AM
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Stay up to date with happenings from around the Southeastern Iowa Synod
by signing up for the weekly E-News. Visit: https://seiasynod.org/follow-us/

Ministry Opportunities This Week

Wednesday, March 15
7:00 AM — Men'’s Bible Study with Breakfast
6:15 PM — Choir Practice

Thursday, March 16
6:00 AM — Women’s Bible Study

Sunday, March 19
8:30 AM — Sunday School (PreK-Grade 3)
9:30 AM — Worship
10:30 AM — Fellowship

Midweek Worship

Wednesday Lent
Ministry Opportunities

March 1 March 8
Dinner @ 6:15 PM Dinner @ 6:15 PM
Prayer Around the Cross Prayer Around the Cross
Worship @ 7:00 PM Worship @ 7:00 PM
A Heart of Flesh Prayer for the healing of the
Prayer for renewal & mercy nations

March 22 March 29
Dinner @ 6:15 PM Dinner @ 6:15 PM
Prayer Around the Cross Prayer Around the Cross prayer wall
Worship @ 7:00 PM Worship @ 7:00 PM
Prayer for the healing of Beside Still Waters
g creation ; A prayer of healing https:/ /bit.ly/
bethanyprays

Visit our virtual

We inuite everysne tejsin us!
Bethany Lutheran Church, 235 S 2nd St.

Thank you to Pastor Phil Hougen for leading

)))))))))) worship and proclaiming the good news of

Jesus Christ today! We are so blessed by
your presence.
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