
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday February 5th, 2023 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  
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PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

The people of God stand. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

HYMN Spirit, Open My Heart (ACS 1043)  

 

 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p.185) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show 
us the things we ought to do and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 



 

 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-9a 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness 
of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that 
results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, 
to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if 
they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they 
ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3“Why do we fast, but you do not 
see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast 
day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a 
wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 5Is such the fast that 
I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth 
and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?  

6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let 
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and 
bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide 
yourself from your own kin? 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall 
spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 112:1-9 
1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 
 and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
 the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
 and their righteousness will last forever. 
4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
 the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  
5It is good for them to be generous in lending 
 and to manage their affairs with justice. 
6For they will never be shaken; 
 the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
 their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
8Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
 until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; 
 they will hold up their head with honor.  

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul 
continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity 
involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross. 

A reading from 1st Corinthians. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in 
lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My speech and my 
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of 
this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God 
decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him”—10these 
things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths 
of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So 
also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed 
on us by God. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people of God stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 5:13-16 (The Message) 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

13 “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors 
of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You’ve lost your usefulness 
and will end up in the garbage. 

14-16 “Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. 
God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you 
light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light 
stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be 
generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this 
generous Father in heaven. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people of God are seated. 



SERMON          
The people of God stand. 

HYMN This Little Light of Mine (ELW 677) 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p.105) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 



PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people of God are seated. 
OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those 
worshipping online please visit our website (www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now" 
button on the home page. Thank you! 

The people of God stand as the offering is brought forward. 

HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. 
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 

COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the center of the tray contain white 
grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy 
Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. 
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to 
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come 
forward for a blessing. 



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Are Called (ELW 720) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471) 

 
The people of God stand. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By 
your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 



HYMN Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715) 

 

 

SENDING 
You are salt! You are light! Go in peace and proclaim the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us. 
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall. 

 
 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today February 12 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Toni Dodds  Jon Twing 

Technology  Paula Casper Alex Poppen 

Worship (Altar Care) Paula Casper & Patsy Ernst Paula Casper & Patsy Ernst 
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Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus 
welcomed the stranger, we believe all are welcome 

here. Please join us again next week. For more 
information about our life together in Christ, visit: 

www.wbbethany.org 

 

Ministry Opportunities This Week 

Wednesday, February 8 

·   7:00 AM — Men’s Bible Study with Breakfast 

·   9:00 AM — Monthly Women’s Bible Study 

·   6:15 PM — Choir Practice 

·   6:30 PM — Youth Faith Formation (Grades 4-8) 
Thursday, February 9 

·   6:00 AM — Women’s Bible Study 
Sunday, February 12 

·   8:30 AM — Sunday School (PreK-Grade 3) 

·   9:30 AM — Worship (Installation of Council) 

· 10:30 AM — Fellowship 
  

God loves you!!! 
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