THIS IS MY SON,

REBEOVED

MATTHEW 17:5

February 19, 2023
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The communion of saints stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN Spirit, Open My Heart (ACS 1043) See next page.
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Irish melody; adapt. Alfred V. Fedak, b. 1953
Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.

Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KRYIE (ELW p.184) See next page.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the
faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright
cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as
your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy
its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
The communion of saints sits.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 24:12-18

At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and
forty nights. The “glory of the LORD” settled on the mountain, and on the
seventh day God called out to Moses. On the mountain God gave Moses
the stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments.

A reading from Exodus.

12The LorD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait
there; and | will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the
commandment, which | have written for their instruction.” *So Moses set
out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of
God. *To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you
again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to
them.”

3Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the
mountain. *The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the
cloud. 1’Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring
fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. *®Moses
entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the
mountain for forty days and forty nights.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 2
Why are the nations in an uproar?
Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?
2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot
together, against the LORD and against the LORD’s anointed?
3“Let us break their yoke,” they say;
“let us cast off their bonds from us.”
4God whose throne is in heaven is laughing;
the LORD holds them in derision.
>Then in wrath God speaks to them,
and in rage fills them with terror.
%“As for me, | have anointed my king
upon Zion, my holy mountain.”
’Let me announce the decree of the LORD,
who said to me, “You are my son; this day have | begotten you.



8Ask of me, and | will give you the nations for your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for your possession.
%You shall crush them with an iron rod
and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”
°And now, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.
11Submit to the LORD with fear,
and with trembling bow in worship;
?2lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath.
Happy are all who take refuge in God!

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21

At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the
beloved Son. By the activity of the Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be
heard through the word of scripture.

A reading from 2 Peter.

®For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been
eyewitnesses of his majesty. ’For he received honor and glory from God
the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory,
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.” ®We
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on
the holy mountain.

1950 we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well
to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 2°First of all you must
understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own
interpretation, **because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men
and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The communion of saints stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188) See next page.
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 17:1-9

Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is
revealed to Peter, James, and John in a mountaintop experience of divine
glory called the transfiguration.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them
up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them,
and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling

white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with
him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you
wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.” "While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the
Beloved; with him | am well pleased; listen to him!” ®When the disciples
heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. "But Jesus
came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when
they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. °As they were
coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the
vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The communion of saints sits.
SERMON
The communion of saints stands.



HYMN How Good, Lord, to Be Here! (ELW 315)
0 .

I [ 1 | - i
o — e e F
o ® * — ] | | I 1
¢ — * o | ' |
I How good, Lord, to be here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
2 How good, Lord, to be here, your beau -ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of death, we see your king - dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not re - main;
0 & . .
A e e — . — —— .
R e e e ==
J | ' . et o-

your face and gar-ments, like the sun, shine with un - bor-rowed light.
where Mo - ses and E - li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we  hail your bod -y glo - ri - fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the  vi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain.

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW P.105)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond
with, "Hear our prayer."

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The communion of saints sits.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of
the church. For those worshipping online please visit our website
(www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now" button on the home
page. The communion of saints stands as the offering is brought forward.

HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184).
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we
may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life
And so, with the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread; and the power, and the glory,

and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.



The communion of saints sits.

COMMUNION

Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the
center of the tray contain white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-
free wafers are available upon request.

All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to
come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and
nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not
take communion may come forward for a blessing.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)
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| Come with Joy (ELW 482) See next page.
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Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now  are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Soutlhiern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Beautiful Savior (ELW 838) See next page.
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The communion of saints stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body
and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God bhlesses us and sends us in mission to the world.




BLESSING
SENDING HYMN | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815)
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SENDING
Go in peace! Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Thank you for worshipping with us.
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall.
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today February 29th
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation John Black Wayne Frauenholtz
(Lector)
Minister of Jill Taylor Cole Crosthwaite &
Technology Tate Frantz
Worship (Altar Patsy Ernst & Paula Patsy Ernst & Paula
Care) Casper Casper
Christ’s Light Arik Marsh
(Acolyte)

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus
welcomed the stranger, we believe all are welcome
here. Please join us again next week. For more
information about our life together in Christ, visit:
www.wbbethany.org

Fourth Sunday Community Meal
Sunday February 26 -- 5:00 to 6:00 PM

Please join us for a wonderful meal and great fellowship!

4th Sund
Community'Meal

Ministry Opportunities This Week

Monday, February 20
6:30 PM — Council
Wednesday, February 22
7:00 AM — Men’s Bible Study with Breakfast
6:15 PM — Choir Practice
7:00 PM — Ash Wednesday Worship
Thursday, February 23
6:00 AM — Women'’s Bible Study
2:00 PM — Worship at Crestview
3 Sunday, February 26
FeBRUARY O 2623 8:30 AM—Sunday _School (PreK-Grade 3)
WORSHIP AT 7:00 PM 9:30 AM — Worship
(ALSO STREAMED LIVE ON FACEBOOK) 10:30 AM — FeIIowship

5:00 PM — Community Meal

Ash wwfw«/m
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God loves you!!!
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small group Bible Studies

community outreach programs

meals and fellowship

Average Online attendance = 112
viewers

Thank you for your gifts,
Thank you for your gifts,

Lent Devotional

The Office of the Bishop of the Southeastern Towa Synod

Southeastern lowa Synod is offering daily devotions emailed to you this Lent.
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Sign up at:
God's work. Our hands.
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https://seiasynod.org/lent/

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under
license # SB135727.

Spirit Open My Heart (ASC 1043); Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming
license.

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184); Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under
OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

| Come with Joy (ELW 482); Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-
726405 streaming license.

| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815) Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Scripture readings from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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