
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December 4, 2022 

Second Sunday of Advent  
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

Those gathered are invited to respond with the bold printed words and sing 
the hymns.  

PRAYER AND LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE  
Let us pray. 
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of 
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, 
kindle within us a fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the 
darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you 
have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is 
certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 

HYMN DURING LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE 
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240 (verses 1&2) 

 
The assembly stands. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess  
that we have not lived as God desires. 
Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 



Loving and forgiving God,  
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. 
We have not always welcomed the stranger; 
we have not always loved our neighbor; 
we have not always been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ Comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254) 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The communion of saints sits. 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s 
royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will 
reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony 
and peaceful coexistence. 
A reading from Isaiah. 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 



He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for 
the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be 
the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the 
calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole 
of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be 
full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
PSAM 72:1-7, 18-19 
1Give the king your justice, O God, 
 and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
2that he may rule your people righteously 
 and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
 and the hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
 rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
 from one generation to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
 like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
 and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 
 you alone do wondrous deeds! 
19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
 and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. 

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people 
has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming 
and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s 
family. 



A reading from Romans. 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that 
by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to 
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the 
Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”;10and again he says, “Rejoice, 
O Gentiles, with his people”; 11and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples praise him”; 12and again Isaiah says, “The root of 
Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles 
shall hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The communion of saints stands. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.205) 

 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, 
calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to 
come. 



The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is 
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’ ” 

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem 
and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 
Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 

7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The communion of saints sits. 

SERMON            

The communion of saints stands. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256) 
Please see next page. 



 

 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond 
with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The communion of saints sits. 

OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of 
the church. Options on ways to give are found on our website 
(www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

Offerings received are brought forward and placed on the altar as the 
assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn. 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


HYMN We Are Waiting for Jesus (ACS 905) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your 
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as 
we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when 
he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

 

COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the 
center of the tray contain white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-
free wafers are available upon request. 

 



All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to 
come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ 
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and 
nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to 
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not 
take communion may come forward for a blessing. 

The communion of saints sits. 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
O Lamb of God (ELW p.208) 

 

Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239) 

 



Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244) 

 

The communion of saints stands. 

BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected ☩ Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 



SENDING HYMN All Earth is Hopeful (ELW 266) Please see next page. 

 

 

SENDING 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
Thank you for worshipping with us.  

Please join us in the fellowship hall downstairs for refreshments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The council has set the date of our annual meeting 
for  

Sunday, January 22, 2023 at 10:30 AM.  

Remember, a “Voting Member” per our Constitution 
and Bylaws is defined as: 

C8.02.c Voting members are confirmed 
members. Such confirmed members, during the 
current or preceding calendar year, shall have 
communed in this congregation and shall have 
made a contribution of  record to this 
congregation. 

 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today December 11 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation 

(Lector) 

Alan Beyer Pat Cassabaum 

Christ’s Light 

(Acolytes) 

 Jake & Addy Langley 

Minister of 

Technology  

Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz Alex Poppen 

Worship (Altar 

Care) 

Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper 

 

  
 

 

 

 

2022 Angel Tree 

Please click on the link below to review the items and sign up for gifts you 

would like to purchase. Please have the gifts wrapped and labeled with the 

given description of the item and age.  

(Ex. Sweatpants size 14/16 for 9yr old M Family A or B) The gifts should be 

dropped off at Bethany Lutheran Church in the hallway on the table that will 

be marked as "Angel Tree Dropoff" by Dec. 16th. Thankyou! 

 

  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F45A9AA2DABFEC16-angel 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F10C0F45A9AA2DABFEC16-angel&data=05%7C01%7C%7C5b419faa7c6048ed35f408dacb25ecad%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638045660988669395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G5AdgLuK8ATRbXNF7BBm2%2FGkdO6AWdUr1rqXolApsSc%3D&reserved=0


 
 



Are you looking for ways to donate your Required Minimum 
Distributions (RMD)  
from your retirement accounts - consider an IRA Charitable Rollover   

• Normally, when you take a distribution from 
a traditional IRA (not a Roth), you have to 
pay taxes on it because you didn't pay taxes 
on the money when you put it in the IRA.  

• If you are 70 1/2 or older, you can make a 
charitable contribution from the IRA directly 
to a qualified charity (like a church) without 
having to treat it as a taxable distribution. 
The effect of this is to lower your adjusted 
gross distribution for tax purposes by the 
amount of the charitable contribution.  

• Because you do not have to claim the amt 
of the donation as taxable income, you also 
do not claim the deduction on schedule 
A.  This means you  do not need to itemize 
your deductions in order to utilize this 
option.   

• This option is particularly attractive if you 
are 72  and are required to make a 
minimum distribution. You can avoid taxes 
on it by donating it to a charity that you 
would otherwise donate directly to and 
avoid the taxes.  

 

• To make a donation through your traditional 
IRA, assuming you are at least 70 1/2, you 
notify your IRA trustee and he or she will process the direct transfer to 
the charity. The IRA sends the check directly to the charity. The charity 
must provide a receipt stating that the donor received no goods or 
services in return for it.  
 

• If you are interested in doing this, talk to your IRA custodian about how 
to do it and be sure to leave sufficient time for the funds to reach the 
charity in the year you want them to. 
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