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PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME

Those gathered are invited to respond with the bold printed words and sing
the hymns.

PRAYER AND LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE

Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath,
kindle within us a fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the
darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you
have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is
certain and whose day draws near. Amen.

HYMN DURING LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240 (verses 1&2)
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Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.

1

2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.

3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.

4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent - ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.



Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin.

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.
We have not always welcomed the stranger;
we have not always loved our neighbor;

we have not always been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.

Wake us up and turn us from our sin.

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news:

by God’s endless grace

your sins are forgiven, and you are free—

free from all that holds you back

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love,

+ Comforted by Christ’s peace,
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254)



- e~ ! I
I;I\ I | ! I P | I | ) I Y i I
' . e — —T— o &

1 > 1

1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child,and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins e - lease us; let wus find our rest in thee.
born to reign in us for -ev - er, mnow thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
0| . .
£ B T e Ty —
L e A I A o L (o I 6 e o iy
J | ' | | ' |
Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-"ry long-ing heart.

by thine all -suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

The communion of saints sits.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s
royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will
reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony
and peaceful coexistence.

A reading from lsaiah.

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow
out of his roots. “The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.



He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;
“put with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for
the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. °Righteousness shall be
the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

5The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the
calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole
of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be
full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

190n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSAM 72:1-7, 18-19

'Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king'’s son;

’that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

“Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.

°May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.

°Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.

’In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

‘*Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!

And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen.

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people
has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming
and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God'’s
family.



A reading from Romans.

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that
by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might
have hope. >May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, °so that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the
glory of God. &For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, °and in order that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore | will confess you among the
Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”;!%and again he says, “Rejoice,

O Gentiles, with his people”; 'and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”; 2and again Isaiah says, “The root of
Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles
shall hope.”

BBMay the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The communion of saints stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.205)

0 | —

) A | | | | P

& — —F e g e

\\aP, - 7 — ! | — !

/ - >
Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 3:1-12
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears,
calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to

come.
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The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

lIn those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, >“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.””

“Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist,
and his food was locusts and wild honey. °Then the people of Jerusalem
and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the

Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins.

‘But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath
to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. °Do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for | tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. °Even now the ax is
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful
than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 1?His winnowing fork is in his hand,
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The communion of saints sits.
SERMON
The communion of saints stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256)
Please see next page.
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1 “Com - fort,com-fort now my peo - ple; tell
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of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straight shall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor - row’s load.
call -ing wus to true re- pen - tance, since the reign of God is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a- broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.

Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.
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Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond
with, "Hear our prayer."

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The communion of saints sits.

OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of
the church. Options on ways to give are found on our website
(www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!

Offerings received are brought forward and placed on the altar as the
assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

HYMN We Are Waiting for Jesus (ACS 905)
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1 We are wait - ing for Je sus; Je - sus brings peace.
2 We are wait - ing for Je sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice, shine up-on us; we are trust - ing in your prom-ise.
Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us; stir our hearts, and gent - ly guide us.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.

Text: John Helgen, b. 1957
Music: JESUS BRINGS PEACE, John Helgen
Text and music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as
we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when
he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
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san-na in  the high - est, ho-san - na in the  high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread; and the power, and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION

Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the
center of the tray contain white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-
free wafers are available upon request.



All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to
come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and
nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not
take communion may come forward for a blessing.

The communion of saints sits.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
O Lamb of God (ELW p.208)
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1 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you Dbear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239)
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - 1or
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 Qur glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev - ry heart pre -
bond - age held The gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea -  sures
shall pro - claim, and heav’'n’s e - ter - nal
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pare a  throne and ev - ry voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 17341820



Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244)
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 QOur hope and ex - pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
o forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune

The communion of saints stands.

BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this

gift, in faith toward you and in fervent
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

love toward one another; for the sake

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,

the long-expected + Savior fill you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,

now and forever.
Amen.
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DING HYMN All Earth is Hopeful (ELW 266) Please see next page.
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To - da la tie - rra es - pe -raal Sal - va - dor
1 All earth is hope - ful, the Sav - jor comes at last!
2 Peo - ple of Is - rael, you  heard the proph-et tell:
3 Moun-tains and val - leys will have to be pre- pared;
4 We first saw Je - sus a ba - by in a crib.
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This same Lord Je - sus to - day has come to live in our
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cla - ma jus -ti -cia y bus - ca la ver-dad. dar-nos li-ber-tad.

God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - ’ry-bod-y free.
stores hope and cour-age to chil - dren of this earth.
clear ev-'ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!
Je - sus is with us, and ev-er sets us free.

Text: Alberto Taulé. b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946
Music: TODA LA TIERRA, Alberto Taulé
Spanish text and tune © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litirgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

SENDING
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Thank you for worshipping with us.
Please join us in the fellowship hall downstairs for refreshments.



OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today December 11
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation Alan Beyer Pat Cassabaum
(Lector)
Christ’s Light Jake & Addy Langley
(Acolytes)
Minister of Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz Alex Poppen
Technology
Worship (Altar Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper
Care)

The council has set the date of our annual meeting
for
Sunday, January 22, 2023 at 10:30 AM.

Remember, a “Voting Member” per our Constitution
and Bylaws is defined as:

C8.02.c Voting members are confirmed
members. Such confirmed members, during the
current or preceding calendar year, shall have
communed in this congregation and shall have
made a contribution of record to this
congregation.

TREE. |

| ANGEL
| 2022 Angel Tree
' Please click on the link below to review the items and sign up for gifts you
would like to purchase. Please have the gifts wrapped and labeled with the

given description of the item and age.
(Ex. Sweatpants size 14/16 for 9yr old M Family A or B) The gifts should be
dropped off at Bethany Lutheran Church in the hallway on the table that will
be marked as "Angel Tree Dropoff" by Dec. 16th. Thankyou!

https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10C0F45A9AA2DABFEC16-angel



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F10C0F45A9AA2DABFEC16-angel&data=05%7C01%7C%7C5b419faa7c6048ed35f408dacb25ecad%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638045660988669395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G5AdgLuK8ATRbXNF7BBm2%2FGkdO6AWdUr1rqXolApsSc%3D&reserved=0

Please join us for our children and youth's

Csoigonas

PROGRAM

Preschool through Grade 8

DEC 11 @ 9:30 AM

e to 7:00 PM this year

fj_,<‘ on Facebook
o |
. 235 S 2nd St., West Branch . (319)643-5998 . www.whbethany.org
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Are you looking for ways to donate your Required Minimum
Distributions (RMD)
from your retirement accounts - consider an IRA Charitable Rollover
¢ Normally, when you take a distribution from
7 PPORT THE MANY
a traditional IRA (not a Roth), you have to SUPPO

: S MINISTRIES
pay taxes on it because you didn't pay taxes BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

on the money when you put it in the IRA.

e If you are 70 1/2 or older, you can make a
charitable contribution from the IRA directly
to a qualified charity (like a church) without

N OFFERING PLATE

Money can be placed in offering plate on

having to treat it as a taxable distribution. b BethanyLahranchtch 8023 s
The effect of this is to lower your adjusted '
gross distribution for tax purposes by the ON-LINE DONATIONS ==

amount of the charitable contribution. ) YL

‘ on the blue “Give Now” button.
P o Y

e Because you do not have to claim the amt
of the donation as taxable income, you also
do not claim the deduction on schedule D | AL

A. This means you do not need to itemize w| e
your deductions in order to utilize this

option. _ o MOBILEAPP
e This option is particularly attractive if you / romyour smariphons app sors. Solect | \/
. e Bethany Lutheran Church, West Branch,
are 72 and are required to make a = 1Aand make your donation.

minimum distribution. You can avoid taxes
on it by donat_lng it to a ch_arlty that you . IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER
would otherwise donate directly to and Ry [ toncormion ecyfme e

Bethany Lutheran Church

avoid the taxes. i il
e To make a donation through your traditional

IRA, assuming you are at least 70 1/2, you

notify your IRA trustee and he or she will process the direct transfer to

the charity. The IRA sends the check directly to the charity. The charity

must provide a receipt stating that the donor received no goods or

services in return for it.

e If you are interested in doing this, talk to your IRA custodian about how
to do it and be sure to leave sufficient time for the funds to reach the
charity in the year you want them to.
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Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240); Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

We Are Waiting for Jesus (ACS 905); Text & Music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission
under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

All Earth is Hopeful (ELW 266); Spanish text and music © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de
Pastoral Liturgica, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405
streaming license.

Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).



