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PRELUDE
RINGING OF BELL
The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.
Amen.

HYMN Jesus Loves Me (ELW 595)
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1 Je-sus loves me! this I know, for the Bi - ble tells me so;
2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to o - pen wide;
3 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all the way;
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lit - tle ones to him be-long, they are weak, but he is strong.
he will wash a - way my sin, let his lit - tle child come in.
when at last I come to die, he will take me home on high.
Refrain
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Yes, Je - sus loves me, yes, Je - sus loves me,
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yes, Je - sus loves me, the Bi - ble tells me S0.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go astray.
Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may
follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s
reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds
God that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them.

A reading from Exodus.

The LoRD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of
Egypt, have acted perversely; éthey have been quick to turn aside from the way that | commanded
them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it,
and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of

Egypt!"” °The LORD said to Moses, “| have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 1°Now let me
alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and | may consume them; and of you | will make a
great nation.”

1But Moses implored the LoRrRD his God, and said, “O LorD, why does your wrath burn hot against
your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty

hand? 2Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in
the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change
your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. **Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants
like the stars of heaven, and all this land that | have promised | will give to your descendants, and
they shall inherit it forever.”” 1*And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to
bring on his people.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 51:1-10
Psalm 51 is a prayer for help.
'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3For | know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
4Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
SIndeed, | was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
‘Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be purer than snow.



8Let me hear joy and gladness;

that the body you have broken may rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,

and blot out all my wickedness.
0Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice
especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted
the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of
God.

A reading from 1 Timothy.

12| am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful
and appointed me to his service, 3even though | was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a
man of violence. But | received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. °The saying is sure and
worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom | am the
foremost. 6But for that very reason | received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him
for eternal life. ’To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people of God stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 15:1-10

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners
repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their
recovery brings joy in heaven.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and
the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3S0 he told them this parable: ““Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them,
does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds

it? SWhen he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. ®And when he comes home, he
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep
that was lost.” "Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.



8Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the
house, and search carefully until she finds it? *When she has found it, she calls together her friends
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that | had lost.” °Just so, | tell you,
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people of God are seated.
SERMON
The people of God stand.

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p.105)

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ,
God'’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people of God are seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online please visit our website (www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now
button on the home page. Thank you!

The people of God stand and sing the hymn below as offerings are brought forward.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

OFFERTORY HYMN Sanctuary
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CCLI Song # 24140
© 1982 Full Armor Publishing Company | Whole Armor Publishing Company
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 11408087

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these
gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING OF BACKPACKS
HYMN Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins  for- giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, | am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - et 1 have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING
Go in peace. Christ is with you!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today September 18
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Patsy Ernst Jill Barnhart
Minister of Technology Alex Poppen Paula Casper
Worship (Altar Care) Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper
Outdoor Setup Kent & Beth Kaufman




GOD'S WORK, OUR HANDS

SUNDAY,
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SUNDAngr:f. SS;TEH{F 5-7 PM ’.:.t "; spﬂﬁﬁfrrl
Drive-Thru, Dine In, or Delivery - ﬂl””[” /§
eluaidoor Hollp Vieodod —=="rcTre™ DRIVE-THRU

SATURDAY KITCHEN PREP & SUNDAY EVENT Dining Room Helpers D I N E I N
Sign-Up Sheet near north entrance doors Drive-Thru Runners

Delivery Drivers D E L I V E RY

( call 319-643-5998

235 S. 2nd Street, West Branch

g School 9 it Gy

J with Bethany Lutheran Church

2ND WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH

Starts Sept. 14 @ 9 AM
in the Great Hall

Preschool - Grade 3 (Fall 2022)

September 11, 18, 25 e Y s

8:45 - 9:15 AM | WORSHIP AT 9:30 AM

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg
Fortress under license # SB135727.

Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543) Text © 1983
Concordia Publishing House Outside USA: Arr. from The English
FOR WORSHIPPING Hymnal © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved. Used by
WITH US permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.
Sanctuary; words and music by John W. Thompson and Randy
Scruggs © 1982 Full Armor Publishing Company. Used by
Permission. CCLI License #21117856 and Streaming License
#21117849.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.




DIt You KNOW:::

HowiYyourmweekiyoffering
maKesianimpacts:

It supports...

30 children were able to attend Vacation Bible School
12 Children were given Bibles in the spring + 15 more this fall
Wednesday Faith Formation - Starts September 7
Sunday School resumes - September 11

It supports...

Wednesday Mornings - Men's Study Group - 7:00am
Thursday Mornings - Woman's Study Group - 6:00am
Monthly Women's Bible Study - 2nd Wedneday at 9:00am

It supports...
Like the Hope Chest & the Food Pantry
which provide clothing and food to those in need

It supports...
Free dinner on the 4th Sunday of the month
the annual community tailgate
Angel Meals
annual Spaghetti Dinner

which support these and many more
great ministries at Bethany Lutheran Church




