
The Funeral of Paul Friis 
August 27, 2022 

Thanksgiving for Eternal Life in Christ 

PRELUDE 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit, the comforter, gathers us in worship. 

Those gathered stand and face the entrance of the worship 
space. Please respond with the bold printed words. 

Welcome in the name of Jesus, 
the Savior of the world. 
We are gathered to worship, 
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, 
to remember before God our brother Paul, 
to give thanks for his life, 
to commend him to our merciful redeemer, 
and to comfort one another in our grief. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
In his baptism, Paul was clothed with Christ. 
In the day of Christ's coming, 
he shall be clothed with glory. 

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from 
the dust of the earth, who by your breath gave us life, we 
glorify you. 
We glorify you. 

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death 
for all humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to 
eternal life, we praise you. 
We praise you. 



Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who 
sorrow, our sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship 
you. 
We worship you. 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  
This Is My Father’s World (ELW 824)  

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our 
brother Paul. We thank you for giving him to us to know and to 
love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your 
boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to 
see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope until, 
by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the 
company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

Those gathered are seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

READING: PSALM 118:24 Sung by members of Paul’s family. 
24This is the day that the LORD has made; 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

READING: GENESIS 8:22 
22 [God said], “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall 
not cease.” 

GOSPEL READING: John 11:17-44 
The holy gospel according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
some two miles away, 19and many of the Judeans had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But 
even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 



him." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise 
again." 24Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in 
the resurrection on the last day." 25Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27She said to 
him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world." 

28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister 
Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you." 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went 
to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was 
still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Judeans 
who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get 
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought 
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 
said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died." 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Judeans 
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 
spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, "Where have you laid him?" 
They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 35Jesus began to 
weep. 36So the Judeans said, "See how he loved him!" 37But 
some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?"  

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was 
a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, "Take away 
the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
"Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days." 40Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank 
you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but 
I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 



they may believe that you sent me." 43When he had said this, 
he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 44The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind 
him, and let him go." 

The gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE      

HYMN Beautiful Savior (ELW 838) 

 

 



PRAYERS 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen 
people together into one communion of saints in the body of 
Christ. Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your 
light and your peace. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and 
resurrection may die to sin and rise to share the new life in 
Christ. God of mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain 
hope in your loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on you, 
they may have strength for the days ahead. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage of faith, that, where 
this world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us 
to bear witness to your light and life. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to 
believe and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our 
Savior Jesus Christ destroyed the power of death and by his 
resurrection opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and 
that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to 
come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  
Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us out in peace. 

COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Paul to the mercy of God, our maker and 
redeemer. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant 
Paul. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your 
own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 
redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the 
blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious 
company of the saints in light.  
Amen. 

 

 

 

 



HYMN Faith of Our Fathers (ELW 812) 

 
Let us go forth in peace. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

POSTLUDE 

Immediately following worship, all are invited to the Committal 
at the West Branch Cemetery.  

A luncheon will follow the Committal in the fellowship hall. The 
family invites you to attend. If you will not be attending the 
Committal, please feel free to gather in the fellowship hall. 
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