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Thanksgiving for Eternal Life in Christ 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit, the comforter, gathers us in worship. 

Please respond with the bold printed words. 

Welcome in the name of Jesus, 
the Savior of the world. 
We are gathered to worship, 
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, 
to remember before God our brother Matt, 
to give thanks for his life, 
to commend him to our merciful redeemer, 
and to comfort one another in our grief. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried therefore with 
him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his.  

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, source of all mercy and giver of comfort, graciously tend those who mourn, that, casting 
all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

REFLECTIONS: Blake Friis and Megan Taylor 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

PSALM 46 
1God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
 though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
3though its waters roar and foam, 
 though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
 God will help it when the morning dawns. 



6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 
 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
8Come, behold the works of the LORD;  
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
 he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 
 he burns the shields with fire. 
10"Be still, and know that I am God! 
 I am exalted among the nations, 
 I am exalted in the earth." 
11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Those gathered stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

GOSPEL READING: John 13:33-35 
The holy gospel according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said], 33”Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the 
Judeans so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' 34I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

The gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Those gathered are seated. 

MESSAGE 

HYMN We are Called (See next page.) 



 

INSTRUMENT OF YOUR PEACE PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  
where there is injury, pardon;  
where there is discord, union;  
where there is doubt, faith;  
where there is despair, hope;  
where there is darkness, light;  
where there is sadness, joy.  
Grant that I may not so much seek  
to be consoled as to console;  
to be understood as to understand;  
to be loved as to love.  
For it is in giving that I receive;  
it is in pardoning that I am pardoned;  
and it is in dying that I am born to eternal life.  
Amen. 



PRAYERS 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin 
and rise to share the new life in Christ. 
God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your loving care, that, casting all 
their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the days ahead.  
God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed the power of 
death and by his resurrection opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that 
because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, 
will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Matt to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Matt. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech 
you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him 
into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of 
the saints in light. Amen. 
 

 

 

 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us out in peace. 

DISMISSAL 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

PROCESSION AND POSTLUDE 

The family invites you to join them at Herb and Lou’s to share stories, comfort one another, celebrate and 
give thanks for Matt’s life.  
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