
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Sunday, July 24th, 2022 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 

 
 
 



PRELUDE  
RINGING OF BELL  
WELCOME 

The people of God stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 
Amen. 

HYMN Amazing Grace (ELW 779) 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly 
give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those 
things that weigh on our conscience and give us those good things that come only through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 
 

 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32 
In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. 
Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for the sake of the 
few righteous people there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot. 

A reading from Genesis. 

20Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave 
their sin! 21I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that 
has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 

22So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before 
the LORD. 23Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the 
wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and 
not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the 
city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 27Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to 
speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will 
you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five 
there.” 29Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty 
I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found 
there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, “Let me take it upon myself to 
speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not 
destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten 
are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 138 
Psalm 138 is a song of thanksgiving. 
1Protect me, O God, for take refuge in you; 
 I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
 upon those who are noble among the people. 
3But those who run after other gods 
 shall have their troubles multiplied. 
4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
 never take their names upon my lips.  
5O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
 it is you who uphold my lot. 
6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
 indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



7I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
 my heart teaches me night after night. 
8I have set the LORD always before me; 
 because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
 my body also shall rest in hope. 
10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
 nor let your holy one see the pit. 
11You will show me the path of life; 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy,  
 and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.  

SECOND READING: Colossians 2:6-15 
The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies 
and traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with 
Christ in his death and resurrection which is enacted in baptism. 

A reading from Colossians. 

6As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted and 
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. 9For in him 
the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of 
every ruler and authority. 11In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting 
off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in baptism, you 
were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13And 
when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 
together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that stood against us 
with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people of God stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 11:1-13 
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s 
mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to childlike trust and 
persistence in prayer. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



1[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, 
hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3Give us each day our daily bread. 4And forgive us our 
sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

5And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to 
him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to 
set before him.’ 7And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, 
and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though 
he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence 
he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 

9“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for 
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks 
for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If 
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people of God are seated. 

SERMON          
The people of God stand. 

HYMN Beautiful Savior (ELW 838) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 

OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those 
worshipping online please visit our website (www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now" 
button on the home page. Thank you! 

Offerings received are brought forward and placed on the altar as the hymn below is sung.  

The people of God stand. 

 

 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. 
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

 

 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

SENDING 
Go in peace. Christ is with you! 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today July 31 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Wayne Frauenholtz Paula Casper 

Minister of Technology  Paula Casper Miley S. 

Worship (Altar Care) Nancy Bruns Nancy Bruns 

Outdoor Setup  Patsy Ernst  

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you to join us 
again next Sunday at 9:30 AM. Blessings to you as you shine forth the 

light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and praise to God for 
everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ! 

 

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.  
Sanctuary; words and music by John W. Thompson and Randy Scruggs © 1982 Full Armor Publishing Company. Used by 
Permission. CCLI License #21117856 and Streaming License #21117849. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Fourth Sunday Community Meal Tonight 

5:00 to 6:00 PM 

Please join us for a wonderful meal and Great fellowship! 


