THE PARABLE oF

‘So it is with those
who store up treasures
for themselves but are

not rich-toward God."
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Sunday July 31, 2022
8th Sunday after Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.

HYMN Gather Us In (ELW 532) See next page.
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings

yearn for your face;
bread of new birth,

your

we have been sung through - out
here you shall call

all of his - try,

sons and your daugh-ters,

light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er wus in and hold us for-ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



KRYIE (ELW p.184)

Refrain
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - n - oty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls ... with your bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is

worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth
turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is
good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God.

A reading from Ecclesiastes.
’Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

], the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, **applied my mind to seek and to search out by
wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings

to be busy with. *“I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing
after wind.



218] hated all my toil in which | had toiled under the sun, seeing that | must leave it to those who come
after me **—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for
which | toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 2°So | turned and gave my
heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, “*because sometimes one who
has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not
toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. ??’What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with
which they toil under the sun? ?*For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at
night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 49:1-12
'Hear this, all you peoples;
give ear, all you who dwell in the world,
2you of high degree and low,
rich and poor together.
SMy mouth shall speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.
“lwill incline my ear to a proverb
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.
*Why should | be afraid in evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,
the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess,
and boast of their great riches?
‘One can never redeem another,
or give to God the ransom for another’s life;
8for the ransom of a life is so great
that there would never be enough to pay it,
%in order to live forever and ever
and never see the grave.
For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
“Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to generation,
though they had named lands after themselves.
?Even though honored, they cannot live forever;
they are like the beasts that perish.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old
clothes and put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life
shaped by God'’s love in Christ.

A reading from Colossians.

'So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, *for you
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with him in glory.

°Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
greed (which is idolatry). °On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are
disobedient. ‘These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. °But now you
must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your
mouth. °Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its

practices ‘“and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge
according to the image of its creator. ‘'In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised
and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



The people of God stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188)
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le -lu - ia.

GOSPEL READING: Luke 12:13-21
In God'’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying
the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with
me.” **But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” *>And he said to
them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions.” 1°Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. *’And he thought to himself, ‘What should | do, for | have no place to store my

crops?’ ®Then he said, ‘1 will do this: | will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there | will
store all my grain and my goods. *°’And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ ?°But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is
being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ ?'So it is with those
who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people of God are seated.

SERMON Jon Twing
The people of God stand.
HYMN Jesus, Priceless Treasure (ELW 775) See next page.
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1 Je - sus, price-less trea - sure, source of pur - est plea - sure,
2 In thine arm 1  rest me; foes who would mo - lest me
3 Hence, all fears and sad - ness, for the Lord of glad - ness,
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tru - est friend to me: ah, how long I've pant - ed, and my heart has
can-not reach me here. Though the earth be shak - ing, ev - ’ry heart be
Je - sus, en - ters in. God, who dear-ly loves us, from all tri - al
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faint - ed, thirst-ing, Lord, for thee! Thine I am, O spot - less Lamb;
quak - ing, Je - sus calms my fear. Light-nings flash and thun - ders crash;
saves us, gives sweet peace with-in. I have borne this world - ly scorn;
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no - thing in this world can hide thee, naught I ask be-side thee.
yet, though sin and hell as - sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
still in thee lies pur - est plea - sure: Je - sus, price-less trea - sure!

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINE FREUDE, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW P.105)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people of God are seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online please visit our website (www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now"
button on the home page. Thank you!

The people of God stand as the offering is brought forward.
HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread,; and the power, and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

HYMN Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (ELW 623)
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in  my hand I bring; sim-ply to thycross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res- pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when [ soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or [ die.

Rockof A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.
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Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872

SENDING
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Thank you for worshipping with us.
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall.
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today August 14

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Alan Beyer Mike Fryauf
Minister of Technology Cole C. & Tate F. Paula Casper
Worship (Altar Care) Sara Klabo & Paula Casper Sara Klabo & Paula Casper
Outdoor Setup Anne Fetzer

Thank you to Jon Twing for leading worship and delivering the 0“
message this morning. We are grateful for your presence among us. \‘hdn
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