Sunday, June 26th, 2022
3'd Sunday after Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)



PRELUDE
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in nhewness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.
HYMN How Great Thou Art (ELW 856)
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1 O Lord my God, when I in awe - some won - der con-sid - er
2 When through the woods and for - est glades I ~ wan-der, I hear the
3 But when I think that God, his Son not spar-ing, sent him to
4 When Christ shall come, with shout of ac - cla - ma - tion, and take me
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all  the works thy hand hath made, 1 see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; when I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in, that on the cross my bur-den glad-ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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gran - deur and hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing he bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion and there pro - claim, “My God, how great thou art!”
Refrain
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art! How great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to
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thee, how great thou art! How great thou  art!



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep
us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow
your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security of God’s
mountain. There God reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people in Israel and
commissions him to anoint new leaders, including his own successor, Elisha.

A reading from 1 Kings.

15Then the LorbD said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. ®Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king
over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.

1950 he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve
yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle
over him. ?°He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and
then | will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have | done to you?” ?'He
returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from
the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed
Elijah, and became his servant.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 16
Psalm 16 is a trust psalm.
Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you;
| have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
3But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
41 will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
50 LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
®My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, | have a rich inheritance.
I will bless the LorD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
8] have set the LoRD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.



My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
OFor you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
11you will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25
For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the invitation to be

what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a different
kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit.

A reading from Galatians.

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery.

13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. *For the whole law is
summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 1°If, however, you
bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

16 jve by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. ’For what the flesh desires is
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to
each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 8But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
subject to the law. *®Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity,

licentiousness, 2°idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions,

factions, ?tenvy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. | am warning you, as | warned you
before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,

faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. *And those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 2°If we live by the Spirit,
let us also be guided by the Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people of God stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 9:51-62
Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by
pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.



51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 2And he
sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready
for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. >*When his
disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down
from heaven and consume them?” %*But he turned and rebuked them. 6Then they went on to another
village.

5As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” >8And
Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head.” >°To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and
bury my father.” 89But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and
proclaim the kingdom of God.” 6*Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to
those at my home.” ®2Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
the kingdom of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people of God are seated.

MESSAGE
The people of God stand.

HYMN | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815)
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1 I want to walk as a child of the Ilight. want to
2 I want to see... the bright-ness of God. want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of Christ. want to
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fol - low Je - sus. God set the stars to give
look  at Je - sus. Clear Sun of  righ-teous-ness,
be with Je - sus. When we have run. ... with
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
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cit -y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b, 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music @ 1970, 1975 Celebration



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online please visit our website (www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now"
button on the home page. Thank you!

Offerings received are brought forward and placed on the altar as the hymn below is sung.
The people of God stand.

Sanctuary
Words and Music by
John W. Thompson
and Randy Scruggs
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.

Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, who trespass against us;
hallowed be thy name, and lead us not into temptation,
thy kingdom come, but deliver us from evil.
thy will be done, For thine is the kingdom,

on earth as itis in heaven. and the power, and the glory,
Give us this day our daily bread,; forever and ever. Amen.

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

SENDING
Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today July 3
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Patsy Ernst Alan Beyer
Minister of Technology Miley S Paula C
Worship (Altar Care) Marsh Family Nancy Bruns
Outdoor Setup Cindy Knoop




Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you to join us
again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or indoors. Blessings to you
as you shine forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and
praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ!

Join us for worship indoors on the first and third Sunday of the month in
which the Sacrament of Holy Communion will also be celebrated. On the
second and fourth Sunday of the month we will gather outdoors if weather
permits. Holy Communion will also be celebrated on the second Sunday while
worship is outdoors. All worship services will be streamed online via Facebook.

Bethany Lutheran Church invites all children to join
us for Vacation Bible School this summer! This year,
our program will be held in the evenings. Our VBS
3-day program is from 6:00-8:00 PM for the days of
Sunday, July 10 through Tuesday, July 12. Children
will need to have completed Preschool through
Grade 5 this Spring.

We have two ways to register: online or on paper.
The online registration can be found at:
bit.ly/bethanyvbs22

@E W

S Al fJ / Paper registration fqrms can be d.ownloaded on our
\ — ST 5 website at: https://tinyurl.com/vtjau3nt They are
e also located on a table in the entry way from the
- parking lot. Please return to Bethany Lutheran

Church (235 S 2nd St.) or mail it to: PO Box 236,
West Branch TA 52358.

Please register by June 20th.

Fourth Sunday Community Meal Tonight
5:00 to 6:00 PM

Please join us for a wonderful meal and Great fellowship!
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