Sunday, May 22, 2022
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
HYMN Lord I Lift Your Name on High (ELW 857 Sing Twice)
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GREETING (ELW p.184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KRYIE (ELW p.184)
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree of life.
Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the world you
have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person
in the business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her
conversion and baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.

A reading from Acts.
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying,

“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 1*®°When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross
over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.



11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to

Neapolis, *?and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. **On the sabbath day we went outside the
gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the
women who had gathered there. 1A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening
to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to
listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 1®When she and her household were baptized, she urged us,
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she
prevailed upon us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 67

Psalm 67 is a prayer for help.

May God be merciful to us and bless us;

may the light of God'’s face shine upon us.
2Let your way be known upon earth,

your saving health among all nations.
3Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you.
4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.
SLet the peoples praise you,

O God; let all the peoples praise you.

6The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.

‘May God give us blessing,

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions.
Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb
supplants sun and moon.

A reading from Revelation.

0And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the
holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

22| saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 22And the city
has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the

Lamb. 2*The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 2°Its
gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory
and the honor of the nations. 2’But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices
abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

221Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of
God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree
of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be
on their foreheads. >And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord
God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people of God stand.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (p.188)
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GOSPEL READING: John 14:23-29

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will
teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God
makes a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. *Whoever does not love me
does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.

25| have said these things to you while | am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that | have said to
you. ?’Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not
let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 22You heard me say to you, ‘| am going
away, and | am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that | am going to the Father,
because the Father is greater than 1. 22And now | have told you this before it occurs, so that when it
does occur, you may believe.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people of God are seated.

SERMON
The people of God stand.

HYMN Peace, to Soothe Our Bitter Woes (ELW 381)
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NICENE CREED (ELW p.104)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people of God are seated.

OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. Options on
ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!

Offerings received are brought forward and placed on the altar as the hymn below is sung.



http://www.wbbethany.org/

The people of God stand.

OFFERTORY HYMN Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801)
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN My Life Flows On In Endless Song (ELW 763) See next page.
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3 What though my joys and com-forts die? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earth,how can I keep from sing-ing?

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING
Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today May 29
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Dave Bahnsen Deb Anderson
Christ’s Light (Acolytes) Jacob L. & Addy L.
Minister of Technology Jill'T Miley S
Worship (Altar Care) Makayla Casper & Paula Casper | Makayla Casper& Paula Casper

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you to join us
again next Sunday at 9:30 AM. Blessings to you as you shine forth the
light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and praise to God for
everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ!

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or interested in
becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at

319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org). If you would like to receive
our monthly newsletter and email updates, please send your email address to to Our Church
our Administrative Assistant Paula Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net). l‘é‘
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Hope Chest News | May is the time of transition from fall/winter to spring/summer at the HOPE CHEST. We
b1 are now accepting new or gently used SPRING/SUMMER clothing and athletic shoes for all
W ages. We do not have the space to accept other season clothing. THANK YOU to all who

continue to support the Hope Chest and its mission to serve those in need.

Thank you for your financial gifts to sustain our ministry needs.
We are so grateful for your generosity and faithfulness! A E r. E
reminder you can give multiple ways that are further explained on .
our website at the link below or via scanning the QR code to the
right.

https://tinyurl.com/ytpbtydx

Outdoor worship returns this summer. The council approved worshipping outdoors on the
second and fourth Sunday of the month beginning in June. Services will continue to be
streamed live via Facebook. Please bring a chair.

Any forecasted chance of precipitation during worship times will move worship indoors. Other
factors such as temperature, humidity levels, and wind speeds will also be taken into
consideration. A decision to move worship indoors will be made and communicated by 8:00
AM Sunday morning. Notification will be via email, our website, Facebook, and Twitter.

Fourth Sunday Community Meal

Tonight from 5:00 to 6:00 PM
Bethany Lutheran Church
Please join us for a wonderful meal and Great fellowship!

Community
Meal

Bethany Lutheran Church invites all children to join us for
Vacation Bible School this summer! This year, our
program will be held in the evenings. Our VBS 3-day
program is from 6:00-8:00 PM for the days of Sunday, July
10 through Tuesday, July 12. Children will need to have
completed Preschool through Grade 5 this Spring.

We have two ways to register: online or on paper. The
online registration can be found at: bit.ly/bethanyvbs22

—— 2 [ Paper registration forms can be downloaded on our
f _,J ﬁ ﬁ B website at: https://tinyurl.com/vtjau3nt They are also
ﬁf_ B located on a table in the entry way from the parking lot.
o "-' - Please return to Bethany Lutheran Church (235 S 2nd St.)
- or mail it to: PO Box 236, West Branch IA 52358.

Please register by June 20th.
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