John 14:23-29 (NSRV)

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he
promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
who will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them
of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in
whom God makes a home will experience a
peace that overcomes fear.

23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those
who love me will keep my word, and my Father
will love them, and we will come to them and
make our home with them. 24Whoever does not
love me does not keep my words; and the word
that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father
who sent me.

25"l have said these things to you while | am
still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you everything, and remind you of all that | have
said to you. 27Peace | leave with you; my peace |
give to you. | do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do
not let them be afraid. 28You heard me say to
you, ‘Il am going away, and | am coming to you.’ If
you loved me, you would rejoice that | am going
to the Father, because the Father is greater than
I. 29And now | have told you this before it occurs,
so that when it does occur, you may believe.”
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John 14:23-29 (The Message)

23-24 “Because a loveless world,” said Jesus,
“is a sightless world. If anyone loves me, he will
carefully keep my word and my Father will love
him—we’ll move right into the neighborhood!
Not loving me means not keeping my words.
The message you are hearing isn’t mine. It's the
message of the Father who sent me.

25-27 “I'm telling you these things while I'm still
living with you. The Friend, the Holy Spirit whom
the Father will send at my request, will make
everything plain to you. He will remind you of all
the things | have told you. I'm leaving you well
and whole. That’s my parting gift to you. Peace.
| don’t leave you the way you’re used to being
left—feeling abandoned, bereft. So don’t be up-
set. Don’t be distraught.

28 “You've heard me tell you, ‘I'm going away,
and I’'m coming back.’ If you loved me, you
would be glad that I'm on my way to the Father
because the Father is the goal and purpose of
my life.

29-31 “I've told you this ahead of time, before it
happens, so that when it does happen, the con-
firmation will deepen your belief in me. I'll not be
talking with you much more like this because
the chief of this godless world is about to attack.
But don’t worry—he has nothing on me, no
claim on me. But so the world might know how
thoroughly | love the Father, | am carrying out
my Father’s instructions right down to the last
detail.

“Get up. Let’s go. It’s time to leave here.”

Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright ©
1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by
permission of NavPress Publishing Group."

Prayer of Day—

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your
realm, and you promise us food from your tree of
life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered
by your Spirit we may love one another and the
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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