John 20:19-31 (NSRV)

The unprecedented events of the day of resurrec-
tion continue as the risen Jesus appears to his
fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas wor-
ships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings
of the resurrection are also for those who “have
not seen and yet believe.”
19When it was evening on that day, the first day
of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this,
he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so | send
you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spir-
it. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiv-
en them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one
of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25So0 the other disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands,
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my
hand in his side, | will not believe.”

26A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas an-
swered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the pres-
ence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 31But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that through believing you may
have life in his name.

Prayer of Day—

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the
wounded hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive
our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

John 20:19-31 (The Message)

19-20 Later on that day, the disciples had gath-
ered together, but, fearful of the Jews, had locked
all the doors in the house. Jesus entered, stood
among them, and said, “Peace to you.” Then he
showed them his hands and side.

20-21 The disciples, seeing the Master with their
own eyes, were awestruck. Jesus repeated his
greeting: “Peace to you. Just as the Father sent
me, | send you.”

22-23 Then he took a deep breath and breathed
into them. “Receive the Holy Spirit,” he said. “If
you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for
good. If you don’t forgive sins, what are you going
to do with them?”

24-25 But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin,
one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. The other disciples told him, “We saw the
Master.”

But he said, “Unless | see the nail holes in his
hands, put my finger in the nail holes, and stick
my hand in his side, | won'’t believe it.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were again in the
room. This time Thomas was with them. Jesus
came through the locked doors, stood among
them, and said, “Peace to you.”

27 Then he focused his attention on Thomas.
“Take your finger and examine my hands. Take
your hand and stick it in my side. Don’t be unbe-
lieving. Believe.”

28 Thomas said, “My Master! My God!”

29 Jesus said, “So, you believe because you've
seen with your own eyes. Even better blessings
are in store for those who believe without seeing.”
30-31 Jesus provided far more God-revealing
signs than are written down in this book. These
are written down so you will believe that Jesus is
the Messiah, the Son of God, and in the act of be-
lieving, have real and eternal life in the way he per-
sonally revealed it.
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