Luke 6:27-38 (NSRV)

Jesus said:] 27“But | say to you that listen,
Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray
for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes
you on the cheek, offer the other also; and
from anyone who takes away your coat do
not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to every-
one who begs from you; and if anyone takes
away your goods, do not ask for them
again. 31Do to others as you would have
them do to you.

32°If you love those who love you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. 33If you do good to
those who do good to you, what credit is that
to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If
you lend to those from whom you hope to re-
ceive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, to receive as much
again. 35But love your enemies, do good,
and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your
reward will be great, and you will be children
of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrate-
ful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as
your Father is merciful.

37“Do not judge, and you will not be
judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiv-
en; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the measure you
get back.”
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Luke 6:27-38 (The Message)

?7"%0%To you who are ready for the truth, | say

this: Love your enemies. Let them bring out the
best in you, not the worst. When someone gives
you a hard time, respond with the supple moves
of prayer for that person. If someone slaps you
in the face, stand there and take it. If someone
grabs your shirt, giftwrap your best coat and
make a present of it. If someone takes unfair
advantage of you, use the occasion to practice
the servant life. No more payback. Live gener-
ously.
3134 “Here is a simple rule of thumb for behavior:
Ask yourself what you want people to do for
you; then grab the initiative and do it for them! If
you only love the lovable, do you expect a pat
on the back? Run-of-the-mill sinners do that. If
you only help those who help you, do you ex-
pect a medal? Garden-variety sinners do that. If
you only give for what you hope to get out of it,
do you think that’s charity? The stingiest of
awnbrokers does that.
>384 tell you, love your enemies. Help and give
without expecting a return. You’ll never—I prom-
ise—regret it. Live out this God-created identity
the way our Father lives toward us, generously
and graciously, even when we’re at our worst.
Our Father is kind; you be kind.
3738 “Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures,
criticize their faults—unless, of course, you want
the same treatment. Don’t condemn those who
are down; that hardness can boomerang. Be
easy on people; you'll find life a lot easier. Give
away your life; you'll find life given back, but not
merely given back—given back with bonus and
blessing. Giving, not getting, is the way. Gener-
osity begets generosity.”

Prayer of Day—

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your
peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow
love, where there is injury, pardon, and where
there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master,
that we may seek to console, to understand,
and to love in your name, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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