Luke 4:14-21(NSRV)

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public minis-
try, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In
the words of Isaiah, he states and claims
his identity, purpose, and mission.
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the
Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report
about him spread through all the sur-
rounding country. 15He began to teach in
their synagogues and was praised by
everyone.

16When he came to Nazareth, where
he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was
his custom. He stood up to read, 17and
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given
to him. He unrolled the scroll and found
the place where it was written:
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s fa-
vor.”
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back
to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes
of all in the synagogue were fixed on
him. 21Then he began to say to them,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in
your hearing.”
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Luke 4:14-21(The Message)

14-15 Jesus returned to Galilee powerful
in the Spirit. News that he was back
spread through the countryside. He
taught in their meeting places to every-
one’s acclaim and pleasure.
16-21 He came to Nazareth where he
had been raised. As he always did on the
Sabbath, he went to the meeting place.
When he stood up to read, he was hand-
ed the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Un-
rolling the scroll, he found the place
where it was written,
God’s Spirit is on me;

he’s chosen me to preach the Mes-
sage of good news to the poor,
Sent me to announce pardon to prison-
ers and

recovery of sight to the blind,
To set the burdened and battered free,

to announce, “This is God’s time to
shine!”
He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to
the assistant, and sat down. Every eye in
the place was on him, intent. Then he
started in, “You've just heard Scripture
make history. It came true just now in this
place.”

Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright ©
1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by
permission of NavPress Publishing Group."

Prayer of Day—

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the
holy scriptures to be written for the nour-
ishment of your people. Grant that we
may hear them, read, mark, learn, and in-
wardly digest them, that, comforted by
your promises, we may embrace and for-
ever hold fast to the hope of eternal life,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
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