
Luke 3:7-18 (NSRV) 

 John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is 
coming. John teaches that preparation for God’s 
reign is not a matter of identity but of bearing 
fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and 
vocational integrity. 
7John said to the crowds that came out to be 
baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abra-
ham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked him, “What then 
should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone 
who has none; and whoever has food must do 
likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be bap-
tized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should 
we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more 
than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers 
also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” 
He said to them, “Do not extort money from any-
one by threats or false accusation, and be satis-
fied with your wages.” 
  15As the people were filled with expectation, 
and all were questioning in their hearts concern-
ing John, whether he might be the Messi-
ah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more pow-
erful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather 

the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  18So, with many other exhortations, he 
proclaimed the good news to the people. 

Luke 3:7-18 (The Message) 

 

7-9 When crowds of people came out for baptism 
because it was the popular thing to do, John explod-
ed: “Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re do-
ing slithering down here to the river? Do you think a 
little water on your snakeskins is going to deflect 
God’s judgment? It’s your life that must change, not 
your skin. And don’t think you can pull rank by claim-
ing Abraham as ‘father.’ Being a child of Abraham is 
neither here nor there—children of Abraham are a 
dime a dozen. God can make children from stones if 
he wants. What counts is your life. Is it green and 
flourishing? Because if it’s deadwood, it goes on the 
fire.” 
10 The crowd asked him, “Then what are we sup-
posed to do?” 
11 “If you have two coats, give one away,” he said. 
“Do the same with your food.” 
12 Tax men also came to be baptized and said, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” 
13 He told them, “No more extortion—collect only 
what is required by law.” 
14 Soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 
He told them, “No harassment, no blackmail—and 
be content with your rations.” 
15 The interest of the people by now was building. 
They were all beginning to wonder, “Could this John 
be the Messiah?” 
16-17 But John intervened: “I’m baptizing you here 
in the river. The main character in this drama, to 
whom I’m a mere stagehand, will ignite the kingdom 
life, a fire, the Holy Spirit within you, changing you 
from the inside out. He’s going to clean house—
make a clean sweep of your lives. He’ll place every-
thing true in its proper place before God; everything 
false he’ll put out with the trash to be burned.” 
18-20 There was a lot more of this—words that gave 
strength to the people, words that put heart in them. 
The Message! But Herod, the ruler, stung by John’s 
rebuke in the matter of Herodias, his brother Philip’s 
wife, capped his long string of evil deeds with this 
outrage: He put John in jail. 
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Meeting ID: 841 9043 8078 

Password: 375859 

Prayer of Day—  
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and 
open our ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing 
in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of re-
pentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  
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