
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 (NSRV) 

The reading opens with questions about 
the identity of the Messiah. John the 
Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; 
instead he points ahead to one who is 
coming. And whether the voice of God 
was heard by all or only by Jesus, God 
settles the matter: Jesus is God’s be-
loved Son. 
15As the people were filled with expec-
tation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, 16John answered 
all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie 
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear 
his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

  21Now when all the people were bap-
tized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven 
was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit de-
scended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased.” 
 
 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 (The Message) 
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The interest of the people by now was 
building. They were all beginning to won-
der, “Could this John be the Messiah?” 

16-17 
But John intervened: “I’m baptizing 

you here in the river. The main character 
in this drama, to whom I’m a mere stage-
hand, will ignite the kingdom life, a fire, 
the Holy Spirit within you, changing you 
from the inside out. He’s going to clean 
house—make a clean sweep of your 
lives. He’ll place everything true in its 
proper place before God; everything 
false he’ll put out with the trash to be 
burned.” 
21-22 

After all the people were baptized, 
Jesus was baptized. As he was praying, 
the sky opened up and the Holy Spirit, 
like a dove descending, came down on 
him. And along with the Spirit, a voice: 
“You are my Son, chosen and marked by 
my love, pride of my life.”  
 

 
Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright © 
1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by 
permission of NavPress Publishing Group."  

Zoom Invite Information 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84190438078?
pwd=dklHWDdRMkdlN0JoVFBQVmN0K01G
UT09 

 

Meeting ID: 841 9043 8078 

Password: 375859 

Prayer of Day—  

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism 
with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your be-
loved Son. Keep all who are born of water and 
the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may re-
joice to be called children of God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
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