John 11:32-44 (NSRV)

Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the
world a vision of the life to come, when death and
weeping will be no more.
32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw
him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus
began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he
loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have
kept this man from dying?”

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came
to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has
been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did |
not tell you that if you believed, you would see
the glory of God?” 41So they took away the
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, | thank you for having heard me. 42|
knew that you always hear me, but | have said
this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so
that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When
he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out,
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”

Prayer of Day—

Almighty God, you have knit your people together
in one communion in the mystical body of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to fol-
low your blessed saints in lives of faith and commit-
ment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have
prepared for those who love you, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
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John 11:32-44 (The Message)

29-32 The moment she heard that, she jumped
up and ran out to him. Jesus had not yet en-
tered the town but was still at the place where
Martha had met him. When her sympathizing
Jewish friends saw Mary run off, they followed
her, thinking she was on her way to the tomb to
weep there. Mary came to where Jesus was
waiting and fell at his feet, saying, “Master, if
only you had been here, my brother would not
have died.”

33-34 When Jesus saw her sobbing and the
Jews with her sobbing, a deep anger welled up
within him. He said, “Where did you put him?”
34-35 “Master, come and see,” they said. Now
Jesus wept.

36 The Jews said, “Look how deeply he loved
him.”

37 Others among them said, “Well, if he loved
him so much, why didn’t he do something to
keep him from dying? After all, he opened the
eyes of a blind man.”

38-39 Then Jesus, the anger again welling up
within him, arrived at the tomb. It was a simple
cave in the hillside with a slab of stone laid
against it. Jesus said, “Remove the stone.”
The sister of the dead man, Martha, said,
“Master, by this time there’s a stench. He’s been
dead four days!”

40 Jesus looked her in the eye. “Didn’t | tell you
that if you believed, you would see the glory of
God?”

41-42 Then, to the others, “Go ahead, take
away the stone.”

They removed the stone. Jesus raised his eyes
to heaven and prayed, “Father, I'm grateful that
you have listened to me. | know you always do
listen, but on account of this crowd standing
here I've spoken so that they might believe that
you sent me.”

43-44 Then he shouted, “Lazarus, come out!”
And he came out, a cadaver, wrapped from
head to toe, and with a kerchief over his face.
Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him
loose.”

Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright ©
1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by
permission of NavPress Publishing Group."
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