Mark 7:24-37 (NSRV)

*"[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of
Tyre. He entered a house and did not want any-
one to know he was there. Yet he could not es-
cape notice,?>but a woman whose little daughter
had an unclean spirit immediately heard about
him, and she came and bowed down at his

feet. ?Now the woman was a Gentile, of Sy-
rophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the
demon out of her daughter. “"He said to her, “Let
the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” ®But
she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the
table eat the children’s crumbs.” *Then he said
to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon
has left your daughter.” °So she went home,
found the child lying on the bed, and the demon
gone.

*"Then he returned from the region of Tyre,
and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. **They
brought to him a deaf man who had an impedi-
ment in his speech; and they begged him to lay
his hand on him. **He took him aside in private,
away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his
ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. **Then
looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” *And immedi-
ately his ears were opened, his tongue was re-
leased, and he spoke plainly. **Then Jesus or-
dered them to tell no one; but the more he or-
dered them, the more zealously they proclaimed
it. >’ They were astounded beyond measure, say-
ing, “He has done everything well; he even
makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

Prayer of Day—

Gracious God, throughout the ages you trans-
form sickness into health and death into life.
Open us to the power of your presence, and
make us a people ready to proclaim your promis-
es to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our
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Mark 7:24-37 (The Message)

226 From there Jesus set out for the vicinity of
Tyre. He entered a house there where he didn’t
think he would be found, but he couldn’t escape
notice. He was barely inside when a woman who
had a disturbed daughter heard where he was.
She came and knelt at his feet, begging for help.
The woman was Greek, Syro-Phoenician by
birth. She asked him to cure her daughter.

" He said, “Stand in line and take your turn. The
children get fed first. If there’s any left over, the
dogs getit.”

8 She said, “Of course, Master. But don’t dogs
under the table get scraps dropped by the chil-
dren?”

2930 Jesus was impressed. “You're right! On your
way! Your daughter is no longer disturbed. The
demonic affliction is gone.” She went home and
found her daughter relaxed on the bed, the tor-
ment gone for good.

3135 Then he left the region of Tyre, went through
Sidon back to Galilee Lake and over to the dis-
trict of the Ten Towns. Some people brought a
man who could neither hear nor speak and asked
Jesus to lay a healing hand on him. He took the
man off by himself, put his fingers in the man’s
ears and some spit on the man’s tongue. Then
Jesus looked up in prayer, groaned mightily, and
commanded, “Ephphatha!—Open up!” And it
happened. The man’s hearing was clear and his

s(peech plain—just like that.

337 Jesus urged them to keep it quiet, but they
talked it up all the more, beside themselves with
excitement. “He’s done it all and done it well. He
gives hearing to the deaf, speech to the speech-
less.”

Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright ©
1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used
by permission of NavPress Publishing Group."
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