
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 29, 2021 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 
 

 
 
 

The assembly stands. 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 118:24) 
This is the day that the LORD has made;  

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

HYMN Gather Us In (ELW 532) See next page. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 



 
 
GREETING (ELW p.184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KRYIE (ELW p.184) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all dangers 
that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we 
may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 
 
 
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the covenant. 
Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from it. The Israelites 
are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s children. 

A reading from Deuteronomy. 

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so that 
you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving 
you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep 
the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, 
who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning 
people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call 
to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am 
setting before you today? 

9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have 
seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children 
and your children’s children. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 15 
Psalm 15 is a liturgy psalm. 
1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
 who speak the truth from their heart; 
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
 they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. 
 They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 
 Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  

SECOND READING: James 1:17-27 
The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly behavior. 
Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring 
for those least able to care for themselves. 

A reading from James. 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he 
gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all 
sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has 
the power to save your souls. 

22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any are hearers 
of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at 
themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who look into the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they 
will be blessed in their doing. 

26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion 
is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans 
and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



The assembly stands. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188)  

 

GOSPEL READING: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people determine what 
is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a substitute for 
godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 
without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash 
their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market 
unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, 
pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not 
live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah 
prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me; 7in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”  

14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 15there 
is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 

21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, 
murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these 
evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

SERMON 
 

 

 

 

 

 



The assembly stands. 

HYMN You Are My All In All. 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p.105) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 



he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the congregation then sings the hymn below. 

 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
 

OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those 
worshipping online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank 
you! 

After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands and sings the hymn below as the gifts are brought 
forward. 

 

 

 

WE GIVE THANKS 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


OFFERTORY HYMN Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become 
one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your 
kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191) 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 



HYMN Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord! (ELW 875)  

 

 
 
SENDING 
You are loved! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 

 



OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today September 5 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Alex Poppen Al Beyer 

Christ’s Light (Acolytes)   

Minister of Technology  Alex Poppen Paula C 

Worship (Altar Care) Poppen Family Patsy Ernst & Peaches Sweat 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or interested in 
becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at 
319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org). 

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates, please 
send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula Casper 

(blcsecretary@lcom.net). 

 

Join us for worship indoors on the first and third Sunday of the month 

in which the Sacrament of Holy Communion will also be celebrated. On 
the second and fourth Sunday of the month we will gather outdoors if 

weather permits. All worship services will be streamed online via 

Facebook. 

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the 
upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join 

at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, contact 
Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be 

forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday, September 5th Mark 7:24-37. 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you to join us 

again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or indoors. Blessings to you 
as you shine forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and 

praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ! 

 

Children and youth in grades 4-8th are invited to serve during worship in a 
very special way by being a Minister of Christ’s Light or Acolyte. An online 

signup has been created and can be accessed at the link below. If you need 

training, please see Pastor Chad.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b48afad2caafd0-minister1 

mailto:pastor@wbbethany.org
mailto:blcsecretary@lcom.net
mailto:pastor@wbbethany.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b48afad2caafd0-minister1
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