John 6:35,41-51 (NSRV)

35Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of
life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be

thirsty. 41Then the Jews began to complain
about him because he said, “| am the bread that
came down from heaven.” 42They were saying,
“Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose fa-
ther and mother we know? How can he now say,
‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus an-
swered them, “Do not complain among your-
selves. 44No one can come to me unless drawn
by the Father who sent me; and | will raise that
person up on the last day. 45It is written in the
prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’
Everyone who has heard and learned from the
Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen
the Father except the one who is from God; he
has seen the Father. 47Very truly, | tell you, who-
ever believes has eternal life. 481 am the bread of
life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wil-
derness, and they died. 50This is the bread that
comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of
it and not die. 511 am the living bread that came
down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread
will live forever; and the bread that | will give for
the life of the world is my flesh.”

Prayer of Day—

Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven
to be the true bread that gives life to the world. Give us
this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him,
and that, strengthened by this food, we may live as his
body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
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John 6:35,41-51 (The Message)

35-38 Jesus said, “l am the Bread of Life. The
person who aligns with me hungers no more and
thirsts no more, ever. | have told you this explicit-
ly because even though you have seen me in ac-
tion, you don’t really believe me. Every person
the Father gives me eventually comes running to
me. And once that person is with me, | hold on
and don’t let go. | came down from heaven not to
follow my own agenda but to accomplish the will
of the One who sent me.

41-42 At this, because he said, “| am the Bread
that came down from heaven,” the Jews started
arguing over him: “Isn’t this the son of Joseph?
Don’t we know his father? Don’t we know his
mother? How can he now say, ‘| came down out
of heaven’ and expect anyone to believe him?”
43-46 Jesus said, “Don’t bicker among your-
selves over me. You're not in charge here. The
Father who sent me is in charge. He draws peo-
ple to me—that’s the only way you’ll ever come.
Only then do | do my work, putting people togeth-
er, setting them on their feet, ready for the End.
This is what the prophets meant when they
wrote, ‘And then they will all be personally taught
by God.” Anyone who has spent any time at all
listening to the Father, really listening and there-
fore learning, comes to me to be taught personal-
ly—to see it with his own eyes, hear it with his
own ears, from me, since | have it firsthand from
the Father. No one has seen the Father except
the One who has his Being alongside the Fa-
ther—and you can see me.

47-51 “I'm telling you the most solemn and sober
truth now: Whoever believes in me has real life,
eternal life. | am the Bread of Life. Your ances-
tors ate the manna bread in the desert and died.
But now here is Bread that truly comes down out
of heaven. Anyone eating this Bread will not die,
ever. | am the Bread—Iiving Bread!—who came
down out of heaven. Anyone who eats this Bread
will live—and forever! The Bread that | present to
the world so that it can eat and live is myself, this
flesh-and-blood self.”

Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright © 1993,
1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permis-
sion of NavPress Publishing Group."
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