
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 13, 2021 

Third Sunday After Pentecost 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RINGING OF BELL  
PRELUDE  
WELCOME 
GATHERING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our 
growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

 
 
 

 

 

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15 
1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 
 to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
2to herald your love in the morning 
 and your faithfulness at night; 
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 
 and to the melody of the harp. 
4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
 and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
 and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD 
 shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
14they shall still bear fruit in old age; 
 they shall be green and succulent; 
15that they may show how upright the LORD is, 
 my rock, in whom there is no injustice.  

READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human 
perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in 
Christ are now in God’s new creation. 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would 
rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we 
make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all 
have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him 
who died and was raised for them. 

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew 
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL READING: Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. 
Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and would 
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The 
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the 
grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 



30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 
it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE 

HYMN How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. Options on ways to 
give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

Offerings received throughout the week and from those in attendance are brought forward and placed 
on the altar railing as “Create in Me a Clean Heart” is played. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today June 20 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Jill Barnhart Olivia Poppen 

Christ’s Light (Acolytes)   

Minister of Technology  Cole C. Paula Casper 

Worship (Altar Care) Marsh Family Marsh Family 
 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you 

to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or 
outdoors (weather dependent). Blessings to you as you shine 

forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and 
praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ! 

 

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or 

interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at 

319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org). 

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates, 
please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula 

Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net). 
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Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the 

upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join 
at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, contact 

Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be 
forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday, June 20 Mark 4:35-41. 
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