John 12:20-33 (NRSV)

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to cele-
brate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ words
about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster
of his death into the promise of a harvest in which
everyone will be gathered.

20Now among those who went up to worship at
the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip
went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them,
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glori-
fied. 24Very truly, | tell you, unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those
who love their life lose it, and those who hate their
life in this world will keep it for eternal
life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and
where | am, there will my servant be also. Whoev-
er serves me, the Father will honor.

27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should |
say—'Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for
this reason that | have come to this hour. 28Father,
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heav-
en, ‘I have glorified it, and | will glorify it
again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and
said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel
has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now
is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this
world will be driven out. 32And |, when | am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all people to my-
self.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death
he was to die.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Prayer of Day—March 21

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to
yourself, and in mercy you receive our
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the
fruits of the Spirit, that through life and
death we may live in your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

John 12:20-33 (The Message)

20-21 There were some Greeks in town who had
come up to worship at the Feast. They ap-
proached Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Gali-
lee: “Sir, we want to see Jesus. Can you help us?”
22-23 Philip went and told Andrew. Andrew and
Philip together told Jesus. Jesus answered,
“Time’s up. The time has come for the Son of Man
to be glorified.

24-25 “Listen carefully: Unless a grain of wheat is
buried in the ground, dead to the world, it is never
any more than a grain of wheat. But if it is buried,
it sprouts and reproduces itself many times over.
In the same way, anyone who holds on to life just
as it is destroys that life. But if you let it go, reck-
less in your love, you'll have it forever, real and
eternal.

26 “If any of you wants to serve me, then follow
me. Then you'll be where | am, ready to serve at a
moment’s notice. The Father will honor and re-
ward anyone who serves me.

27-28 “Right now | am shaken. And what am | go-
ing to say? ‘Father, get me out of this’? No, this is
why | came in the first place. I'll say, ‘Father, put
your glory on display.”

A voice came out of the sky: “I have glorified it,
and I'll glorify it again.”

29 The listening crowd said, “Thunder!”

Others said, “An angel spoke to him!”

30-33 Jesus said, “The voice didn’t come for me
but for you. At this moment the world is in crisis.
Now Satan, the ruler of this world, will be thrown
out. And |, as | am lifted up from the earth, will at-
tract everyone to me and gather them around
me.” He put it this way to show how he was going
to be put to death.

"Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright © 1993,
1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of
NavPress Publishing Group."
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