
March 21, 2021 – Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

RINGING OF BELL 
PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
WELCOME 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen 
us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

HYMN Now the Green Blade Rises 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

PSALM 51:1-12 
Psalm 51 is a prayer for help. 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
 in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
 and cleanse me from my sin. 
3For I know my offenses, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
 so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
 a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
 and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
 that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
9Hide your face from my sins, 
 and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
 and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

READING: Hebrews 5:5-10 
Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how Christ lived in 
trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our eternal salvation. 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 

5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to 
him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest 
forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the 
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having 
been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been 
designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 



 

GOSPEL READING: John 12:20-33 
Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ words about seeds 
planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be 
gathered. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason 
that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, 
and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An 
angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE   

HYMN My Faith Looks Up to Thee (See next page) 



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 



During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are 
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this 
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore 
unable to financially give; while others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found 
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 

HYMN Jesus Remember Me 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


SENDING 
Sent by the Spirit, proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
 
 

 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today March 28 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Kami Poppen Al Beyer 

Technology  Paula Cole C. 

Christ’s Light (Acolyte) Cole C. & Tate F. Jacob L. 

Worship (Altar Care) Cindy Knoop Cindy Knoop 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you 
to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook. Blessings 

to you as you shine forth the light of Christ in the world this 
week! Thanks, and praise to God for everything you do in the 

name of Jesus Christ! 

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or 
interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at 

319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org). 

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates, 

please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula 
Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net). 
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