John 2:13-22 (NRSV)

Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by
driving merchants out of the temple. When chal-
lenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first
prediction of his own death and resurrection. In the
midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus
suggests that the center itself has changed.

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the
money changers seated at their tables. 15Making
a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also
poured out the coins of the money changers and
overturned their tables. 16He told those who were
selling the doves, “Take these things out of here!
Stop making my Father’s house a market-

place!” 17His disciples remembered that it was
written, “Zeal for your house will consume

me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can
you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will
raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple
has been under construction for forty-six years,
and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he
was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he
was raised from the dead, his disciples remem-
bered that he had said this; and they believed the
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Prayer of Day—March 7

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to
live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us stead-
fast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the
wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

John 2:13-22 (The Message)

13-14 When the Passover Feast, celebrated each
spring by the Jews, was about to take place, Je-
sus traveled up to Jerusalem. He found the Tem-
ple teeming with people selling cattle and sheep
and doves. The loan sharks were also there in full
strength.

15-17 Jesus put together a whip out of strips of
leather and chased them out of the Temple, stam-
peding the sheep and cattle, upending the tables
of the loan sharks, spilling coins left and right. He
told the dove merchants, “Get your things out of
here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a shop-
ping mall!” That's when his disciples remembered
the Scripture, “Zeal for your house consumes
me.”

18-19 But the Jews were upset. They asked,
“What credentials can you present to justify this?”
Jesus answered, “Tear down this Temple and in
three days I'll put it back together.”

20-22 They were indignant: “It took forty-six years
to build this Temple, and you’re going to rebuild it
in three days?” But Jesus was talking about his
body as the Temple. Later, after he was raised
from the dead, his disciples remembered he had
said this. They then put two and two together and
believed both what was written in Scripture and
what Jesus had said.

"Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright © 1993,
1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of
NavPress Publishing Group."
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