Sunday, February 7, 2021
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

RINGING OF BELL
PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
WELCOME

You are invited to respond with the bold printed words and sing the hymns.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Brief silence for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GREETING AND PRAYER

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of your
healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of your creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HYMN Christ, Be Our Light (See next page)
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun -gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y  the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man -y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us  your own,
hope, man - y de - spair Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make us  your bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth-er signs of your king - dom  come.
0. Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
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church gath - ered to - day.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell

Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

God speaks to us in scripture reading,

WORD

preaching, and song.

PSALM 147:1-11, 20c
Psalm 147 is a hymn of praise.

!Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God!
How pleasant it is to honor God with praise!

2The LoRD rebuilds Jerusalem,
and gathers the exiles of Israel.

3The LorbD heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.

4The LorD counts the number of the stars
and calls them all by their names.




SGreat is our LorD and mighty in power;
there is no limit to God’s wisdom.
5The Lorop lifts up the lowly,
but casts the wicked to the ground.
’Sing to the LorD with thanksgiving;
make music upon the harp to our God,
8who covers the heavens with clouds
and prepares rain for the earth,
making grass to grow upon the mountains.
9God provides food for the cattle
and for the young ravens when they cry.
10God is not impressed by the might of a horse,
and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner,
1put finds pleasure in those who fear the LORD,
in those who await God’s steadfast love.
20¢ Hallelujah!

READING: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23

God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence the focus
of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of serving God by
freely sharing the good news of Christ with others.

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

16f | proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and
woe to me if | do not proclaim the gospel! ’For if | do this of my own will, | have a reward; but if not of
my own will, | am entrusted with a commission. ¥What then is my reward? Just this: that in my
proclamation | may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the
gospel.

¥For though | am free with respect to all, | have made myself a slave to all, so that | might win more
of them. 2°To the Jews | became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law | became as
one under the law (though | myself am not under the law) so that | might win those under the

law. 21To those outside the law | became as one outside the law (though | am not free from God'’s law
but am under Christ’s law) so that | might win those outside the law. ?°To the weak | became weak, so
that | might win the weak. | have become all things to all people, that | might by all means save

some. 23l do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that | may share in its blessings.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:29-39

Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression. Everywhere he
goes, he heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives. The
forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. *°*Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told
him about her at once. 3'He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her,
and she began to serve them.

32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 33And the
whole city was gathered around the door. **And he cured many who were sick with various diseases,
and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.

35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he
prayed. *And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 3"When they found him, they said to him,
“Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that | may
proclaim the message there also; for that is what | came out to do.” 3*And he went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE
HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a  lib - er - at-ing light;
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil-dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love in - car - nate: Christ,who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-’ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.
praise the One who drove out de-mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - ‘ry dread dis -ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
Let us sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm-ing storms and feed - ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.

from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in ev - ’ry land.
Praisethe one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore
unable to financially give; while others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery
of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to the God whom we cannot see. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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http://www.wbbethany.org/

COMMUNION

With repentant hearts, we believe through this meal Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives.
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished the Spirit sends us forth in service
and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love to the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift
of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread,; and the power, and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Send Me, Jesus
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1 Thu-ma mi- na, thu-ma mi - na, thu - ma mi-na, Nko - si yam.
2 Ndi - ya vu - ma, ndi -ya vu - ma, ndi - ya vu-ma, Nko - si yam.
1 Send me, Je - sus; send me, Je - sus; send me, Je -sus; send me, Lord.
2 1 am will-ing; I am will-ing; 1 am will-ing, will - ing, Lord.

Text: South African
Music: THUMA MINA, NKOSI YAM, South African

SENDING

With the assurance of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus sends us to proclaim the
good news, love God and love our neighbor!

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of:

Today

February 14

Music

Jill Barnhart

Jill Barnhart

Proclamation (Lector)

Wayne Frauenholtz

Dave Bahnsen

Minister of Technology

Hannah Schiele

Andrew Samuelson

Worship (Altar Care)

Del & Sue Hughes

Del & Sue Hughes

to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook. Blessings
to you as you shine forth the light of Christ in the world this
week! Thanks, and praise to God for everything you do in the
name of Jesus Christ!

) Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you
| ;

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or
interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at
319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org).

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates,
please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula
Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net).

to Our Church

A\

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the
upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join
at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, contact
Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be
forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday February 14™ will be Mark
9:2-9. Thanks!

Ash Wednesday is February 17%. Worship will be held that evening
via Facebook at 7:00 PM. Additional information will be
forthcoming.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of
Augsburg.

Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715); Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights
reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843); Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company.

Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).

You ade levedl
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