
February 21, 2021 - First Sunday in Lent 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

RINGING OF BELL  
PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
WELCOME 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of 
temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be 
with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

HYMN Lord Jesus, Think on Me 

 

  

 
 
 

PSALM 25:1-10 
Psalm 25 is a prayer for guidance. 

1To you, O LORD, 
 I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
 nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
 rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
 and teach me your paths.  
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvation; in you have trusted all the day long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
 for they are from everlasting. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
 remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
 therefore you teach sinners in your way.  
9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
 to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  

READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22 
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through baptism to 
save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ. 

A reading from First Peter. 

18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in 
the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who 
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:9-15 
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he 
might proclaim the good news of God’s reign. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 
like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.” 

12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  



14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE   

HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are 
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this 
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore 
unable to financially give; while others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found 
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


HYMN Jesus Remember Me 

 
 

SENDING 
Sent by the Spirit, proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today February 28 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Deb Anderson Bruce Jeffries 

Technology  Crosthwaite Family Alex & Olivia P. 

Christ’s Light (Acolyte) Cole C.  

Worship (Altar Care) Del & Sue Hughes Del & Sue Hughes 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you 
to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook. Blessings 

to you as you shine forth the light of Christ in the world this 
week! Thanks, and praise to God for everything you do in the 

name of Jesus Christ! 

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or 
interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at 

319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org). 

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates, 

please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula 
Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net). 

 

mailto:pastor@wbbethany.org
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Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). 
 

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the 
upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join 

at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, contact 
Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be 

forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday February 28 is Mark 8:31-38. 
Thanks! 
 

Save the date for virtual Lutheran Day on the Hill! 
  

Please join Lutheran Services in Iowa and the three Iowa synods of 
the ELCA for the 2021 Lutheran Day on the Hill event. We will gather 

virtually from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 11. This is an 
annual event in which ELCA Lutherans across our state come 

together to advocate for the needs of our neighbors. More 

information will be forthcoming. Visit LSI’s website for additional 
information. 

 
https://lsiowa.org/take-action/advocate/ 

 
 

 
Join us every Wednesday in Lent for a short prayer service of 

healing. This will be posted to our Facebook page at 12:00 PM and 
then be able to be viewed anytime thereafter. Additionally, a short 

devotion or reflection will accompany this worship opportunity. 

mailto:pastor@wbbethany.org
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