Mark 1:29-39 (NRSV)

Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them
free from oppression. Everywhere he goes, he heals people
and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are running for
their lives. The forces that diminish human life are rendered
powerless by Jesus.

29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue,
they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James
and John. *°Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a
fever, and they told him about her at once. 3'He came and
took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left
her, and she began to serve them.

32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were
sick or possessed with demons. >*And the whole city was
gathered around the door. 3%And he cured many who were
sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he
would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew
him.

33In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and
went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. 36And
Simon and his companions hunted for him. 3’When they
found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for

you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns,
so that | may proclaim the message there also; for that is
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Prayer of Day

Let us pray.

Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and
power to the faint. Make us agents of your healing and
wholeness, that your good news may be made known
to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Mark 1:29-39 (The Message)

231 Directly on leaving the meeting place, they came to

Simon and Andrew’s house, accompanied by James and
John. Simon’s mother-in-law was sick in bed, burning up
with fever. They told Jesus. He went to her, took her hand,
and raised her up. No sooner had the fever left than she
was up fixing dinner for them.

3234 That evening, after the sun was down, they brought
sick and evil-afflicted people to him, the whole city lined up
at his door! He cured their sick bodies and tormented spir-
its. Because the demons knew his true identity, he didn’t
let them say a word.

The Leper

337 \While it was still night, way before dawn, he got up and

went out to a secluded spot and prayed. Simon and those
with him went looking for him. They found him and said,
“Everybody’s looking for you.”

3839 Jesus said, “Let’s go to the rest of the villages so | can
preach there also. This is why I've come.” He went to their
meeting places all through Galilee, preaching and throwing
out the demons.

"Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright © 1993, 1994,
1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of NavPress
Publishing Group."
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