Mark 1:21-28 (NRSV)

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken
hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus and know what
his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces
to leave and people are amazed at his authority.

![Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the
sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught.”*They
were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one
having authority, and not as the scribes. ’Just then there was
in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, **and he
cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy
One of God.” ®But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and
come out of him!” **And the unclean spirit, convulsing him
and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. ?’They were all
amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this?
A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the un-
clean spirits, and they obey him.” *®At once his fame began to
spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.
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PSALM 11824

Prayer of Day

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you gather the whole uni-
verse into your radiant presence and continually
reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to
all that is broken and speak truth to us in our con-
fusion, that all creation will see and know your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Mark 1:21-28 (The Message)

2122 Then they entered Capernaum. When the Sabbath

arrived, Jesus lost no time in getting to the meeting
place. He spent the day there teaching. They were sur-
prised at his teaching—so forthright, so confident—
not quibbling and quoting like the religion scholars.
224 5uddenly, while still in the meeting place, he was
interrupted by a man who was deeply disturbed and
yelling out, “What business do you have here with us,
Jesus? Nazarene! | know what you’re up to! You're the
Holy One of God, and you’ve come to destroy us!”

226 Jasus shut him up: “Quiet! Get out of him!” The
afflicting spirit threw the man into spasms, protesting
loudly—and got out.

2728 Eyeryone there was spellbound, buzzing with curi-
osity. “What’s going on here? A new teaching that
does what it says? He shuts up defiling, demonic spir-
its and tells them to get lost!” News of this traveled
fast and was soon all over Galilee.

"Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright © 1993, 1994,
1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of NavPress
Publishing Group."
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