Sunday, January 31, 2021
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

RINGING OF BELL
PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
WELCOME

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually reveal
your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion,
that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HYMN Rise, Shine, You People!
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how he sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son to save us.
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our hu-man sto -ry; God in him is «cen - tered. He comes to
he brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us. Tell how the
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us, by death and sin sur-round-ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je -sus” glo - 1y
Spir - it calls from ev-'ry na - tion God’s new cre - a - tion.
Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
Music: WOJTKIEWIECZ, Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading,
preaching, and song.

PSALM 111
Psalm 111 is a hymn of praise.

!Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LorRD with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.

2Great are your works, O LORD,
pondered by all who delight in them.

3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.



4You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.

5You give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.

®You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.

"The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all of your precepts are sure.

8They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.

%You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;
holy and awesome is your name.

10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding.
God’s praise endures forever.

READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as license to
engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable believers.
Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior does not cause another to sin.

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge
puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary
knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him.

4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and
that “there is no God but one.” ®Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on
earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—°®yet for us there is one God, the Father, from
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things
and through whom we exist.

‘It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to
idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience,
being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat,
and no better off if we do. °But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a
stumbling block to the weak. °For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of
an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food
sacrificed to idols? 1*So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are
destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. **Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat
meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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lu - ia. You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:21-28

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus and
know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are
amazed at his authority.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught.?’They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. 22Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean
spirit, >*and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to
destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 2°But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent,
and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out
of him. 2"They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new
teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE
HYMN There Is a Balm in Gilead (See next page)



Refrain
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There is a balm in Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole;
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there is a balm in Gil-e - ad to heal the sin-sick soul.
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1 Some - times [ feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preachlike Pe - ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je-sus is your friend;
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but then the Ho-1ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
youcan tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God'’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore
unable to financially give; while others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread,; and the power, and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Send Me, Jesus
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1 Thu-ma mi- na, thu-ma mi - na, thu - ma mi- na, Nko - si yam.
2 Ndi - ya vu - ma, ndi-ya vu - ma, ndi - ya vu-ma, Nko - si yam.
1 Send me, Je - sus; send me, Je - sus; send me, Je -sus; send me, Lord.
2 1 am will-ing; I am will-ing; I am will-ing, will - ing, Lord.

Text: South African
Music: THUMA MINA, NKOSI YAM, South African

SENDING
With the assurance of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus sends us to proclaim the

good news, love God and love our neighbor!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE


http://www.wbbethany.org/

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today February 7
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Toni Dodds Wayne Frauenholtz

Minister of Technology

Paula Casper Hannah Schiele

Worship (Altar Care)

Patsy Ernst/Paula Casper Del & Sue Hughes

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you
to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook. Blessings
to you as you shine forth the light of Christ in the world this
week! Thanks, and praise to God for everything you do in the
name of Jesus Christ!

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or
interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at
319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org).

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates,
please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula ‘
Casper (blcsecretary@Ilcom.net).

to Our Church
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GOOD NEWS

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the
upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join
at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, contact
Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be
forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday, February 71 is Mark 1:29-39.
Thanks!

319-643-5998.

We will celebrate Holy Commmunion next Sunday, February 7. Please
contact us to arrange pick up of a prepackaged cup of juice ad
wafer (see photo to right) or to have it delivered to you ahead of
time. You can call Paula at 319-331-9456 or Pastor Chad at Bethany
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forthcoming.

Ash Wednesday is February 17t. Worship will be held that evening
via Facebook at 7:00 PM. Additional information will be

Our monthly newsletter, Bethany Branches, is done and can be
viewed on our website (www.wbbethany.org).
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