Sunday, January 24, 2021
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

RINGING OF BELL AND PRELUDE
WELCOME

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit,
and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
HYMN We Are Called
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| Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the
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Lord! We are  called tc be light for the king-dom, to
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oth - er, to  walk hum - bly with God.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading,
preaching, and song.

PSALM 62:5-12
Psalm 62 is a song of trust in God alone.

5For God alone | wait in silence;
truly, my hope is in God.
6God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that | shall never be shaken.
‘In God is my deliverance and my honor;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
8Put your trust in God always, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.
9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath.
0Pyt no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
1God has spoken once, twice have | heard it,
that power belongs to God.
12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord,
for you repay all according to their deeds.

READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want
Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have
wives be as though they had none, *°and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
possessions, 3'and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:14-20

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or
good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with
repentance and faith.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, *°and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news.”

16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the sea—for they were fishermen. 1’And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and | will make you fish for
people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 1°As he went a little farther, he saw
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 2°lmmediately
he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE
HYMN O Jesus, | Have Promised
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1 O Je - sus, 1 have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in ac - cents clear and still
4 O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore
unable to financially give; while others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become
one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your
kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread,; and the power, and the glory,

and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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heav'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

SENDING
The Spirit has called you. Go and share the good news of Christ’s love with the world!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today January 31
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Olivia Poppen Toni Dodds
Minister of Technology David Fischer Paula Casper
Worship (Altar Care) Patsy Ernst/Paula Casper Patsy Ernst/Paula Casper
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Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you
to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook. Blessings
to you as you shine forth the light of Christ in the world this
week! Thanks, and praise to God for everything you do in the
name of Jesus Christ!

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or
interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at
319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org).

Casper (blcsecretary@Icom.net).

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates, to Our Church
please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula 4‘6
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Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the
upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join
at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, contact
Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be
forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday January 31 is Mark 1:21-28.
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Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of
Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.

We Are Called (ELW 720); Text and music © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
OnelLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).
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