
Mark 1:1-8 (NRSV) 

The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ 
birth but with the voice of one crying out in the wilder-
ness: Prepare the way of the Lord.  
 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaim-
ing a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside 
and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with 
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more pow-
erful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have bap-
tized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.” Keep awake."  

Mark 1:1-8 (The Message) 

1-3 The good news of Jesus Christ—the Message!—
begins here, following to the letter the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah. 

4

-6 John the Baptizer appeared in the wild, preaching a 
baptism of life-change that leads to forgiveness of 
sins. People thronged to him from Judea and Jerusa-
lem and, as they confessed their sins, were baptized 
by him in the Jordan River into a changed life. John 
wore a camel-hair habit, tied at the waist with a leath-
er belt. He ate locusts and wild field honey. 

7-8 As he preached he said, “The real action comes 
next: The star in this drama, to whom I’m a mere 
stagehand, will change your life. I’m baptizing you 
here in the river, turning your old life in for a kingdom 
life. His baptism—a holy baptism by the Holy Spirit—
will change you from the inside out.” 

 

"Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright © 1993, 
1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of 
NavPress Publishing Group."  

Watch closely: I’m sending my preacher 
ahead of you; 
He’ll make the road smooth for you. 
Thunder in the desert! 
Prepare for God’s arrival! 

Zoom Invite Information 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84190438078?
pwd=dklHWDdRMkdlN0JoVFBQVmN0K01GU
T09 

 

Meeting ID: 841 9043 8078 

Password: 375859 

Prayer of the Day (Advent 2, December 6) 

Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your 
only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with 
purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
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