Sunday, September 27, 2020
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

WELCOME

Those gathered online are invited to respond with the bold printed words and sing the hymns.
Those gathered in person are invited to quietly sing hymns and speak congregational responses.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them,
keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
HYMN Shout to the Lord
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My Je - sus, my Sav-ior, Lord, there is none like you.

All of my days I want to praise  the won-ders of your might-y  love.
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My com - fort, my shel-ter, tow-er of ref - uge and strength;
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let ev-ry breath, all that I am nev-er cease to wor-ship you.
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Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing pow-er and maj - es-ty, praise
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to the King. Moun-tains bow down and the seas  will roar  at the

sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work of your hands;
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for - ev-er I'll love you, for-ev - er Tll stand.

Noth-ing com-pares to the prom -ise I have in you.

Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965

Music: SHOUT TO THE LORD, Darlene Zschech

Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in U.S. and Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP),
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading,
preaching, and song.

PSALM 25:1-9
Psalm 25 is a poem that focuses on God’s teaching and forgiveness.

To you, O LORD,
| lift up my soul.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
“Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
°Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
®Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
‘Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

READING: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that
extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to
be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

A reading from Philippians.

LIf then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, “make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility
regard others as better than yourselves. “Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, ®who, though he was in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, “but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.

9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, *°so that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, *and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

2Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; *3for it is God who is
at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:23-32
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority
is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

ZWhen [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” 2*Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then | will
also tell you by what authority | do these things. 2°Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was
it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us,
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for
all regard John as a prophet.” 2’So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.”

28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.’ ?°He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 2°The father went
to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 3Which of the two
did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors
and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 3?For John came to you in the
way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed
him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE



HYMN O Master, Let Me Walk with You
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1 O Mas - ter, let me walk with  you in  low - ly
2 Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear,
3 Teach me your pa - tience; share with me a clos - er,
4 In hope that sends a shin - ing ray far down the
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paths of ser - vice true; tell me your se - cret;
win - ning word of love; teach me the way - ward
dear - er com - pa - ny, in work that keeps faith
fu - ture’s broad - 'ning  way, in peace that on - ly
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help me  bear the strain of  toil, the fret of care.
feet to  stay, and guide them in the home - ward way.
sweet and strong, in  trust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong,
you can give; with you, O  Mas - ter, let me live.

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of

God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through

Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.




PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore
unable to financially give; while others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found

on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561


http://www.wbbethany.org/

SENDING
Whether gathered in this place or in your home, go in peace and share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

We will celebrate Holy Communion on next Sunday, October
4% Tf you cannot be with us in person, but will join us
online you can arrange to pick up a prepackaged cup of
juice and bread (see photo to right) or have it delivered to
you ahead of time by contacting Paula at 319-331-9456 or
Pastor Chad at Bethany 319-643-5998.

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you

T )
f”? H\y' : to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or
. ‘/- &) o outdoors (weather dependent). Blessings to you as you shine
/[\U[Jj : forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and
o v )\ praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ!

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of
Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.

Shout to the Lord (ELW 821); Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in the USA & Canada
by Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile AL 36695. Used by permission
under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).



