
Sunday, August 9, 2020 
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Those gathered in their homes are invited to respond with the bold printed words  
and sing the hymns.  

Those gathered in-person are invited to speak congregational responses quietly  
and softly hum along with the hymns. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your 
people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

HYMN When Peace, like a River 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
PSALM 85:8-13 
Psalm 85 is a prayer for help. 

8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
 for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
 that your glory may dwell in our land.  
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
13Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
 and shall prepare for God a pathway. 

RREADING: Romans 10:5-15 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the 
proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 

A reading from Romans. 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does 
these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your 
heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the 
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, on 
your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with 
your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so 
is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on 
him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one 
of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And 
how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good news!” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:22-33 
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their 
best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in 
trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of 
Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the 
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the 
sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But 
when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE          Pastor Phil Hougen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN My Life Flows On in Endless Song 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are 
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this 
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore 
unable to financially give; while, others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found 
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

SENDING 

Whether gathered in this place or in your home, go in peace and share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of 
Augsburg 
Hymns used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 
Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you 

to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or 
outdoors (weather dependent). Blessings to you as you shine 

forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks and 

praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ! 

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the 

upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so 
join at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, 

contact Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom 
invitation will be forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday August 9 

is Matthew 14:22-33. Thanks! 
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