Sunday, August 16, 2020
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Those gathered in their homes are invited to respond with the bold printed words
and sing the hymns.

Those gathered in-person are invited to speak congregational responses quietly
and softly hum along with the hymns.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be
known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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I Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love is found in wa - ter, wine and
a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and

4 Let us build
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - ftice meet. Here the love of God, through
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vi - sions, rock of faith and vault of grace; here the love of
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God’s grace; here as one we
Je - sus, is re - vealed in time and space; as we share in
strang -er bear the im - age of God’s face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
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Christ shall end di - vi - sions:
claim the faith of Je - sus:
Christ the feast that frees us: All are wel - come,
end to fear and dan - ger
claim from floor to raf - ter:

all are wel-come, all are wel - come in this place.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading,
preaching, and song.

PSALM 67
Psalm 67 is a prayer for help and hymn of praise.

May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God'’s face shine upon us.
’Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
3Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.
°Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
°The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
‘May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

RREADING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have
been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

A reading from Romans.

[Paul writes:] I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 22God has not rejected his people whom
he foreknew.

2For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 3°Just as you were once disobedient to God but
have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 3'so they have now been disobedient in
order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 3?For God has imprisoned all
in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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lu - 1a. You have  the words




GOSPEL READING: Matthew 15:10-28

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious
outsider approaches him for help.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

°Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, "Listen and understand: 'it is not what goes into
the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles." **Then the
disciples approached and said to him, "Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard
what you said?" *He answered, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be
uprooted. “Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another,
both will fall into a pit." *>But Peter said to him, "Explain this parable to us." **Then he said, "Are you
also still without understanding? ‘Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the
stomach, and goes out into the sewer? ®But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart,
and this is what defiles. *°For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, thetft,
false witness, slander. *°These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not
defile."

2LJesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. ??Just then a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my
daughter is tormented by a demon.” °But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and
urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” ?*He answered, “| was sent only
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” ?>But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help
me.” “°He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” ?’She said,
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” ?®Then Jesus
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was
healed instantly.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE
HYMN In Christ There Is No East or West
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In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,
In Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com-mu - nion find;
Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.

In  Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu-ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-kind.
All chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.

all Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore
unable to financially give; while, others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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heav’n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

SENDING
Whether gathered in this place or in your home, go in peace and share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
LIS ~ l | Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you
JTJ( H 1 X to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or
LB H ( ) 4 ; ;
Q / outdoors (weather dependent). Blessings to you as you shine
/‘w[\(\j\//j L7 forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks and
o praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ!

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the
upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so
join at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested,
contact Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom
invitation will be forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday August 9

is Matthew 14:22-33. Thanks! GOOD N Ews
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Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).



