Sunday, July 26, 2020
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Those gathered in their homes are invited to respond with the bold printed words
and sing the hymns.

Those gathered in-person are invited to speak congregational responses quietly
and softly hum along with the hymns.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your
kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that
comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory
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2 Lo! The hosts of e - il round us scorn the Christ, as -
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sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
0w . .
| | | | | -
e E—— ———_— i —  — ——
H%*H—di D] [ P—I |
J | ' — r— T f |
bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading,
preaching, and song.

PSALM 119:129-136
Psalm 119 is an instructional psalm celebrating God’s law.

129Your decrees are wonderful;

therefore | obey them with all my heart.
30When your word is opened it gives light;

it gives understanding to the simple.
1311 open my mouth and pant

because | long for your commandments.
%2Turn to me and be gracious to me,

as you always do to those who love your name.
1330rder my footsteps in your word;

let no iniquity have dominion over me.
1%“Rescue me from those who oppress me,

and | will keep your commandments.
135 et your face shine upon your servant

and teach me your statutes.
136My eyes shed streams of tears,

because people do not keep your teaching.

READING: Romans 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the
activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God'’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not
even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

A reading from Romans.

“°The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. ?’And God, who searches the heart, knows what is
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

“8We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to
his purpose. ?°For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his

Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. *°And those whom he predestined he
also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

3lWhat then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? *’He who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything
else? **Who will bring any charge against God'’s elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to condemn?
It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. **Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? *°As it is written, “For your sake we are
being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3’No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. *For | am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, °nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of
heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this
announcement for people’s lives.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field;*it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.”

3*He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

““The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; “°on finding one pearl of
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every
kind; “®when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the
bad. “°So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous °and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

5I“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” °?And he said to them, “Therefore every
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE



HYMN Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es 1 heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow'’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore
unable to financially give; while, others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with the
gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



http://www.wbbethany.org/

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessmgs Flow
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

SENDING

Whether gathered in this place or in your home, go in peace and share the good news.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

.
| J ]
EfUJ/ ' week! Thanks, and praise to God for everything you do in the
o~ \ name of Jesus Christ!

’ Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you
U“ ‘ to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook. Blessings
o ‘ to you as you shine forth the light of Christ in the world this




Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the
upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so
join at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested,
contact Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom
invitation will be forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday August 2

is Matthew 14:13-21. Thanks! GOOD N Ews

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by

permission of Augsburg
Hymns used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).
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