Sunday, June 28, 2020
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Those gathered in their homes are invited to respond with the bold printed words
and sing the hymns.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the world.
Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.
HYMN This Little Light of Mine
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, ‘m goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, Im goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, ’ goin’ -a let it shine;
ev - ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, Im goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
ev - 'ty - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I’m goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading,
preaching, and song.

PSALM 89:1-4, 15-18
Psalm 89 is a hymn of praise and a prayer for help.

YYour love, O LorbD, forever will | sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
’For | am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
3| have made a covenant with my chosen one;
| have sworn an oath to David my servant:
“I will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.
“Happy are the people who know the festal shout!
They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence.
®They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.
"For you are the glory of their strength,
and by your favor our might is exalted.
%Truly, our shield belongs to the LoRD;
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

READING: Romans 6:12-23

Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff
is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace,
whose end is the free gift of eternal life.

L L

A reading from Romans.

?Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. **No
longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as
those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of
righteousness. *“For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

SWhat then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! *°Do you
not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to

righteousness? '’But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become
obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, *®and that you, having
been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. *°| am speaking in human terms
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to
impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, So now present your members as slaves to righteousness
for sanctification.

“When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. *So what advantage did
you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. *’But
now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification.
The end is eternal life. *For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 10:24-39
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships
they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] “*“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. “*Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive
a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will
receive the reward of the righteous; “’and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these
little ones in the name of a disciple—truly | tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE
HYMN Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (See next page)
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 “Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’'ve  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now 1 see.
grace ap - pear the  hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we'd first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1—-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore
unable to financially give; while, others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!

REMBEMBRANCE OF HOLY COMMUNION

During this time of being physically distant we remember God'’s love and forgiveness are not rooted in
our actions and abilities. They are firmly planted in God’s action through the Holy Spirit. In the past,
when we gathered in this place, we heard the words “body of Christ given for you” and “blood of
Christ shed for you.”



http://www.wbbethany.org/

Those words are as true today as they were March 15 when we last gathered in this space to
celebrate our Lord’s Supper. God’s love and forgiveness come to us through Word and Sacrament.
During this time of exile from our church building, as we fast from the sacraments, help us to trust that
the Word of God truly does what it says: “love and forgive.” Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

POSTLUDE

: L P~ ’ | Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you

F’ (‘ HJ"’ to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook. Blessings

J "['fgf to you as you shine forth the light of Christ in the world this
/fL)/J/ ' week! Thanks, and praise to God for everything you do in the
oz ; name of Jesus Christ!

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Used by permission of Augsburg

This Little Light of Mine (ELW 677); Arr. © Horace Clarence Boyer, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used
by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).



Virtual Fellowship: Join us for a time of fellowship following today’s worship at 10:30 and
throughout June via Zoom. The information to participate is below. We hope to see you there.

Time: 10:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada)
May 31, 2020 10:30 AM
Jun 7, 2020 10:30 AM
Jun 14, 2020 10:30 AM
Jun 21, 2020 10:30 AM
Jun 28, 2020 10:30 AM

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71360729699?pwd=aU9kTWgwWWRZa3pydmxLcmxyZkxydz09

Meeting ID: 713 6072 9699

Password: 5jpgmN


https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71360729699?pwd=aU9kTWgwWWRZa3pydmxLcmxyZkxydz09

