
Sunday, May 3, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Those gathered in their homes are invited to respond with the bold printed words  
and sing the hymns. 

Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. 
Sin and death have no power over us. 
Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray.  
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of 
death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared 
in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! 

 



 
 
 

 
 
PSALM 23 
Psalm 23 is a trust psalm. 

1The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
 and leads me beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
 and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, 
or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, 
particularly amid adversity. 

A reading from 1st Peter. 

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure 
when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and 
suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 22“He committed no 
sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so 
that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you 
were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL READING: John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. 
Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs 
in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, 
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will 
run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with 
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before 
me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by 
me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE          Bishop Michael L. Burk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and 
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Shepherding God, we thank you for the many ways you have led your church through these difficult 
days assuring us of the promise we are not alone and you are our source of comfort, hope, and 
protection now and always. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Creating God, we offer thanks and praise for the buds on the trees, flowers in bloom, and other signs 
life instilling within us hope of new and better days to come. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

 



Guiding God, no one should be in want; however, we know many are in desperate need of basic 
supplies such as hunger and food. Where we have closed our eyes to the needs of our neighbors or 
hoarded our cupboards with more than our needs warrant, we seek forgiveness and seek your help in 
changing our ways. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Comforting God, you carry us tenderly. We pray for those who walk through dark valleys 
overshadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with suffering; especially, those we now place in your 
tender care. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Everlasting God, your beloved heard your voice; you have called them by name and guided them to 
your side in death. We thank you for their lives of faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal 
care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are 
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this 
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore 
unable to financially give; while, others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found 
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727. 
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!; Text © 1952, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern, 
admin. Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-
726405 streaming license. 
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ; Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 
Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). 


