Sunday, March 29, 2020
Fifth Sunday in Lent

WELCOME

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all sacred spaces we worship in this morning,
and for all who offer their worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the
power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our
days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading,
preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile,
will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through
this vision they will know that “/ am the LORD.”

A reading from Ezekiel.

The hand of the LorD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LorRD and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. “He led me all around them; there were very many
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. *He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” |
answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. “Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: | will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. °l will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that | am
the LORD.”



’So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. ¢l looked, and there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. °Then
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord
Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” *°I
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their
feet, a vast multitude.

“Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” **Therefore prophesy, and say to them,
Thus says the Lord Gob: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. **And you shall know that | am the LoRrD, when |
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. *“I will put my spirit within you,
and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have
spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130
Psalm 130 is a prayer for help.

'Out of the depths
| cry to you, O LORD;
°0O LorD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
°If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LorD, who could stand?
“Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.
°I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
'O Israel, wait for the LorD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
®For the LorD shall redeem lIsrael
from all their sins.

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 (Portions of passage removed for sake of time)
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he
calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 .. Jesus told his disciples, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken
him.” *The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” **Jesus, however,
had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. *“Then
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.

"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. *®*Now Bethany
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, *?and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. °When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, while Mary stayed at home. “*Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. ?’But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” *Jesus



said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” ?“Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” >Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, “°and everyone who lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?” ?’She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, the one coming into the world.”

“When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” ?’And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.
““Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.
31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. **When Mary came
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” **When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” **Jesus began to weep.

%Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. **Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already
there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” “°Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if
you believed, you would see the glory of God?” “'So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked
upward and said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. *?I knew that you always hear me, but |
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”
“*When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” **The dead man came out,
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“‘Unbind him, and let him go.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE
HYMN What Wonderous Love is This
See next page. Feel free to sing along at home or just listen, reflect, and offer prayer.



1
|
|

(7]

| 10

)
|
|

7]

1NN

o

i i i I
| | | | |
L L
What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What

When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing.
on, [I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body; especially, in this time we are separated from one
another. Let your ears be attentive to the voice of our supplications. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of life, you love the world you made, and you grieve when creation suffers. Send for the breath of
your Spirit into those dry places of our lives and the whole of creation bringing about healing,
wholeness and new life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all held captive by anxiety, despair, or pain.
Come to the aid of those who have lost their jobs, are ill, and provide a means to deliver humanity
from this virus that affects us all. Fill us with compassion and empathy for those who struggle and
keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died and trust that, in you,
they will live again and that we, too, will join in them in eternal life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore
unable to financially give; while, others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN On Eagle’s Wings
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And he will raise you up on ea-gle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
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make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in  the palm of his hand.



http://www.wbbethany.org/

g H Leader or All

) r | r | | r| I [
2 The snare of the fowl-er will nev-er cap-ture you, and fam-ine will bring you no

3 Refrain

J | [~ b T &
fear; un-der God’s wings your ref-uge, with faith-ful-ness your shield.
Leader or All
04 S l— .
EJE -I ! ' ! j 'E ! -I |

3 You need not fear the ter-ror of the night,nor the ar-row that flies by

0 4 Refrain
[ T - — | | N i p— | - 1
M Ffd_T1d |4 P2 o J o | & i J ] |
ey 1 1 f

) r (7] T 152

day; though thou-sands fall a - bout you, near you it shall not come.
Leader or All
0 4 — R— .
T f Py
W#I'FH ° ﬁ N — — — | C7a— . d—
S R — L —
») 1 i — !
4 For to the an-gels God’s giv-en a com-mand to

guard you in all of  your ways; up - on their hands they will
n H 1 | 1
[ A 0N 1 | | | m— | [ | | L [T | I
b b g
J I T I  — “
bear you up, lest you dash your foot a-gainst a stone.

Final refrain
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And he will raise you up on ea-gle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
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And hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.

Text: Michael Joncas. b. 1957
Music: ON EAGLE'S WINGS, Michael Joncas
Text and music © 1979 OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg
Fortress under license # SB135727.

What Wondrous Love is This; arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of
OnelLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).



