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May 2012

Important Dates

May 2: Bible Study at the Fiesta
Riviera.

May 3: National day of Prayer

May 6: Confirmation Sunday

May 6-8: Pastor Chad at 1st call
spring gathering.

May 9: Women’s circle at
Diane Hougen’s home.

May 13: Mothers day.

May 14: Council meeting

May 27: Baccalaureate at the
WBUMC.

June 1-2: Synod Assembly.

“And He (Jesus) said to them (disciples), ‘Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day, and that repen-tance
and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in His
name to all nations, beginning from Jeru-salem.
You are witnesses of these things.’”
Luke 24:46-48

Peace to each of you in the name of the risen Christ!

The above passage was part of the gospel text for the third Sunday in Easter. In it
we find Jesus appearing post-resurrection to His disciples so they can see and come
to believe He is alive in the flesh - the glorious Easter message they are sent to give
witness to. Likewise, we too are called and sent in our baptisms to tell all of what
God has done in Jesus Christ. We are bearers of the good news of Christ even if we
don’t think we are capable enough or at times doubt. Ultimately, the gospel has
been passed down from generation to generation and will continue to do so through
the work of the Holy Spirit that strengthens and guides God’s faithful people in pro-
viding witness.

We are forming two teams to look at two critical areas of ministry in our community
of faith – education and hospitality. We have several people who have volunteered
to serve on these teams and bring a wide range of gifts to them. These teams will be
brainstorming and looking at how we currently do hospitality and education and
then carefully discern where God is leading us in the future in these ministry areas. I
have been reading a book recently recommended for “First-Call” pastors called Let-
ters to Lee Mentoring the New Minister. I came across this section in a chapter on
making Christian education work.

When a child is baptized, the whole church promises to share in that child’s nurture
in the faith. When adults join the church, the whole congregation promises to walk
with them in fellowship in love. These rites are when we all promise to teach and
learn from one another. So everyone is part of the education program, whether he
teachings in a classroom every Sunday morning, greets a child by name in the cof-
fee hour, or offers a new family a ride to worship. Witness is the way we teach and
learn. (Alban Institute; 1999; p.59)

This passage applies not only to education but also to hospitality and basically all
aspects of our life together. Like it or not, each of us are witnesses and ministers of
God’s grace, forgiveness, and love. We are grateful for those who have agreed to be
on the task force. We are grateful for those who teach Sunday school. We are grate-
ful for those who greet on Sunday. We are grateful for all and we need all of the
faithful here at Bethany to bear witness and be involved in what God is doing here.
Each of you bring gifts and are strengthen by the Spirit to bear the good news!

This spring day, new plants have begun to flourish. As branches connected to Jesus,
the true Vine, may we also flourish and bear good fruit.

Contact Information

Bethany Lutheran Church
235 South Second Street
West Branch, Iowa 52358

Pastor Chad Whaley
pastor@wbbethany.org

Admin. Assistant: Paula Casper
blcsecretary@lcom.net

Office Phone: (319) 643-5998

Office Hours
Monday, Thursday - 9:00 am - Noon
Wednesday - 6:30 - 8:30 pm

*Pastor Chad is also available by
appointment.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

Simply search “Bethany Lutheran
Church (ELCA) West Branch, Iowa”

on facebook and “like” our page!
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High School Graduates

The following seniors will be
graduating on Sunday, May 27th.

Jenny Blaalid Cassie Colvin

Samantha Knoop Kendra Webb

Connor Paulsen Morgan Sweat

We will be recognizing these
Graduates during the Worship
service on May 20th.

May Happenings

Worship Corner

Share highs and lows.

Name something

good and bad that

happened that day.

Read a verse from

the Bible together.

Talk about how the

verse relates to your

highs and lows.

Pray for one another’s

highs and lows, your

family, and the world.

Give thanks to God for

the high points and ask

for guidance during the low times.

Bless each other. Trace the sign of

a cross on one another’s forehead

or palm in remem-

brance you are a child

of God and untied to

Jesus Christ.

THE FAITH 5:

You may have see the posters hanging in

the large fellow ship hall and wondered

what this Faith 5 is about. If you are inter-

ested in knowing more, keep reading!

The Faith 5 program was developed by an organization called Faith

Inkubators. Faith Inkubators is dedicated to the health and welfare of all

God's children and the whole Christian church, its congregations, fami-

lies and children. They strive to make the home the primary inkubator of

faith for disciples of all ages by replacing classroom models of educa-

tion with parent-involved small group models. The Faith 5 model is de-

signed to help families be more intentional about faith practices at home.

Bethany Branches
Newsletter Update

We would like to thank Kent and

Beth Kaufman for their dedication

and faithfulness in preparing the

newsletter for many years.

As of May, the monthly Bethany

newsletter will now be prepared by

our Administrative Assistant, Paula

Casper. Should you have any news or

information to be placed in the news-

letter please forward that information

to Paula at blcsecretary@lcom.net .
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* Open your windows as much as pos-
sible, especially if it cools off at
night.

* Install and/or use window coverings
during the day to help reduce heat
gain inside.

* Operate your thermostat efficiently.
Install a programmable thermostat if
you don’t have one. Also avoid set-
ting your thermostat lower when
initially turning on the air condition-
ing in an effort to cool the house
down quicker. It will not cool the
home quicker and just increase ener-
gy expense.

* Use fans, especially ceiling fans if
you have them. The use of ceiling
fans while running the air condition-
ing can allow you to increase the
thermostat by 4 degrees while not
incurring a reduction in comfort.
However, turn off ceiling fans when
not in the room as they cool people
by creating a wind chill effect rather
than cooling the room.

* Use bathroom exhaust fans to reduce
heat and humidity after a shower.

* Avoid plac-
ing heat
producing
electronics
such as a TV near the thermostat that
cause the air conditioner to run long-
er.

* Make sure air vents are not blocked
and vacuum them regularly to pre-
vent dust buildup.

* Avoid using oven on hot days and
instead use the microwave or grill
outside.

* Install more efficient lighting.

* Run only full loads in the dishwash-
er or laundry machine.

* Shower in place of a bath and short-
en showers.

* Seal cracks and openings around the
home to prevent warm air leaking in
and cool air escaping.

* Schedule regular maintenance for
cooling equipment.

(Source: http:www.energysavers.gov)

Memorial Day

Please help us thank all past and

present men and women who serve and

have served for

their bravery,

hard work and

dedication to our

country.

Stewardship Spotlight

Library Update

There has been some reorganization of

the library shelves. I hope that this will

help you in finding the book that you

wish to locate. In the first bookcase, (on

your left) the books on the Bible and on

individual books of the Bible are arranged

in the order in which they are found in the

Bible. The biographies in the second

bookcase are alphabetically arranged ac-

cording the names of the subject (who the

biography is about). In the third bookcase,

the fiction books, are arranged alphabeti-

cally according to the author's last name.

Summer Energy Savings Tips:

Vacation Bible School

VBS will be taking
place on August 5th
-8th this year! The
theme will be
BUGZONE. Watch
for more infor-
mation in the June
Newsletter.

Youth News

Senior High Youth Overnight!
Saturday, June 9th

Mark your calendars! All senior high youth are invited to come stay at Bethany
for a night of food, games, Bible talk, bonfires, celebrating our high school

graduates and FUN! More details to come later this month!

Tory Yeater and Johnathan Holstad
will be confirmed Sunday May 6th.
Please join them in celebrating this
wonderful accomplishment.

Jr. High Youth 5th-8th grade

Sunday, May 20th 5:00-6:00pm.
Fellowship, games, food, root-beer floats

and lots of fun.
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Church Staff

Pastor - Chad Whaley
(319) 643-5998 or 643-7257
pastor@wbbethany.org

Admin. Assistant - Paula Casper
(319) 643-5998 or 643-7141
blcsecretary@lcom.net

Youth Leader - Courtney Heid
(319) 400-7227
blcyouth@lcom.net

Church Council

President - Neil Korsmo
(319) 6437347
norckorsmo@lcom.net

Vice Pres. / Fellowship - Del Hughes
(319) 643-7398
hughesdelsue@yahoo.com

Secretary/Stewardship - Nancy Bruns
(319) 643-3201
p.bruns@mchsi.com

Treasurer - Vicky Kimpe
(319) 936-6937
blctreasurer@lcom.net

Worship & Music - Cindy Knoop
(319) 643-5424
jcknoop@Lcom.net

Evangelism & Missions - Mike Fryauf
(319) 530-5309
tmkfryauf@mchsi.com

Buildings & Grounds - Kent Kaufman
(319) 643-5734
bkkaufman@lcom.net

Education - Toni Dodds
(319) 643-5521
Antoinette-dodds@uiowa.edu

Middle School Youth - Shari Friis
(319) 530-0017
jsfriis19@gmail.com

Author of the Month

The featured author for this month is John Ortberg.
He was the teaching pastor at Willow Creek Commu-
nity Church in South Barrington, Illinois (which is
one of the largest congregations in the United States)
until 2003. He is currently senior pastor at Menlo
Park Presbyterian Church, a 4,000 member church in
Northern California.

Books for Adults

The Life You.ve Always Wanted

This story outlines spiritual disciplines for ordinary people. He makes
the case that the Christian life is about more than being forgiven and
making it to heaven. He thinks that the heart of Christianity is about
transformation. He talks about it being a part of daily life - that we
have the potential to live life as if Jesus himself were the one living
it. Change and growth are mentioned as central. Ortberg argues that
the desire for comfort and security often stand in the way of an au-
thentic relationship with God. When people place too high a value on
being secure and comfortable they may be reluctant to make the
changes that God requires of them. I also have a Participant's Guide
that has six sessions on spiritual disciplines.

If You Want To Walk On Water, You've Got To get Out Of The Boat

This is the second book of Ortberg’s that continues the theme that we
might have to do what may at first seem uncomfortable. Peter may
have been the first one out of the boat, but the invitation to walk on
water is for us as well. Walking on water means facing our fears
and embracing the unique calling of God on our life. It is experienc-
ing God's power in our life to do something that you would not be
capable of doing on our own. He reflects on the Matthew 14 biblical
story and applies it to our lives today. He reminds us to get out of the
boat (where we are comfortable) and try new things.. "When
human beings get out of the boat, they are never quite the same."

Everybody's Normal Till You Get To Know Them

This is the third (and last) book of Ortberg's that I would like to men-
tion. In this book he stresses the need for community. That this need
is part of the very fabric of our being. The problem with this is:
"We're all weird". People may seem normal enough, but wait until
you get to know them and they us. The unhealthy, sinful ways we

Bethany Books
by Frank Frostestad
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May 1 - Olivia Poppen

May 6 - Brittney Zimmerman

Deb Anderson

May 9 - Curt Friis

Tyler Haub

May 10 - Jenna Liebergen

May 12 - Elijah Fetzer

May 15 - Bonnie Conner

Matthew Whaley

May 16 - Kody Crow

May 17 - Candy Madsen

May 19 - Carla Friis

May 21 - Wayne Frauenholtz

Linda Black, Jayden Roth

May 22 - Andrew Niles

Audrey Hartman

May 29 - Nicole Zimmerman

If you know of a

birthday that we

have not included,

please contact

Paula Casper and

we will get it on the

calendar!

respond to life are hardly God's idea of "normal", The problem then
becomes: how do we get close enough without getting hurt? Ortberg,
with his warm humor and practical applications pops the myth of nor-
malcy and gives us the keys to creating and sustaining relationships.

Books for Children

Sydney's Outer Banks Blast by Jean Fischer

This book is #8 of the Camp Club Girls series. Sydney and Bailey get
more than they bargained for on a visit to North Carolina, where they
encounter baffling events on the beaches of the Outer Banks includ-
ing, a mysterious old sea captain, odd lights hovering over the water at
night, tales of a ghost ship, and resident weird kid, Drake Wright.
They ask questions like, “Is there a strange creature lurking in the
ocean depths?” and “Who - or what - is making those peculiar tracks
in the sand?” The Camp Club Girls are ready to investigate!

DVD’s For Children

Auto-B-Good: A Road Less Traveled
This DVD welcomes the viewer to the City of Auto and the word of
cars. The interest in cars generated by the movies Cars is carried over
to this DVD. There are six short stories or episodes each with a theme
to reinforce positive values. The episodes include: Friends In High
Places where they discover that everyone is built for a purpose. The
value is thankfulness. Heavenly Event focuses on generosity. In Sunny
Side Up, it is goodwill. Up From The Depths emphasizes joyfulness.
In Cooler Heads Prevail it seems that Johnny has to wait for every-
thing and as frustrations begins to boil over, patience is the value
taught. Lastly, Digging For Gold gives an object lesson in coopera-
tion.

May Birth-

Treasurer’s Update

Total Income for the Operating Fund through 3-31-2012 is $33,069.78
and total Expenses for the Operating Fund are $30,738.18. Thank you
for your continued support of Bethany’s ministries.

Fund March 31, 2012
Bus Tour Fund $890.42
Cross Lighting Fund $100.00
Faith Begins @ Home $670.00
Good Samaritan Fund $542.31
Hope Chest $838.96
Improvement Fund $4328.00
Kids Against Hunger $1072.09

Missions Fund $161.02
Quilting Fund $210.79
Temp Memorial Fund $1960.00
Thrivent Choice Fund $1073.66
Youth Fund $709.16
Noisy Coin Offering: $312.64
Palm Sunday -
Breakfast Offering $267.00
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As part of an environmental steward-
ship focus, the Stewardship Commit-
tee will be collecting ink cartridges
during starting April 22 and the re-
mainder of the month to benefit West
Branch schools. Look for a specially-
marked collection box in the church
to deposit your empty cartridges.
Help our schools and help the envi-
ronment! These hard plastic cartridg-
es take thousands of years to decom-
pose. Reusing and recycling ink and
toner cartridges not only keeps them
out of the landfills, but can save a lot
of money and energy. Plastic can be
re-manufactured at only 20 percent
of the energy used to produce it new.

President's Message

On behalf of the Church Council, I wanted to take this opportunity to remind
all members of the congregation that you're always welcome at Council meet-
ings. You're invited, and encouraged, to attend Council meetings to see first-
hand how the business of the congregation is handled. Council meetings are
currently held the second Monday of each month, beginning at 6:30 pm in the
Small Hall. Meetings usually last 2 hours.

Any member of the congregation that wishes to bring an idea, concern, sug-
gestion, complaint, or other topic to the Council at a regular meeting are al-
ways free to do so. Please contact the Council President by the Thursday pre-
ceding the regular meeting date so your topic can be placed on the agenda.
You may address the Council at the designated time during the meeting. The
Council will listen to your presentation, and discuss the issue or topic with
you. The Council will then make every effort to resolve the issue as quickly
as possible.

If congregation members don't want to attend a Council meeting, but have an
issue you feel needs to be addressed, you're encouraged to discuss the issue
with any member of the Church Council. Written information always helps
the Council during discussions at Council meetings. Please provide enough
detail so that the issue can be understood, as well as your suggested resolution.
The Council member will get your item on the agenda, and bring your issue to
the next regular Council meeting for consideration. If the issue is of such a
nature that it needs to be addressed sooner than the next regular Council meet-
ing, a Special Council meeting will be called after discussion with the Council
President, Council members, and Pastor.

Remember, Church Council members are your representatives elected to do
the business of the congregation. Please communicate with them on any issue
dealing with the congregation you feel is important.

Neil Korsmo, President
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Informational Program

Tuesday, May 15 6:00 PM

West Branch Public Library

Learn more about becoming mentor through Big Brothers Big

Sisters. Adult volunteers of all ages and backgrounds are

needed to mentor West Branch youth through this new oppor-

tunity.

Serving Johnson County and West Branch
Learn more at www.bbbsjc.org or 319-337-2145

Martha Peter of Tanzania shows how she prays
with her hands clasped.

As God leads, please also join us on May
3 in praying for the hungry, for disaster
survivors, and for millions who lack safe
water, sanitation, medicine, and other
life-saving essentials.

Lunch Bible Study
at Fiesta Riviera

Beginning May 2nd, the Lunch
Bible Study will reconvene on
Wednesdays from 11:45am -
12:30pm. We hope to see you
there!

Have you wondered what the large candle is located at the front of

������������������������ǫ����������������ϐ������������������������Ǧ

ly posed that question which is a very good one.

This candle is called the paschal candle or it is some-

times referred to as the Easter candle. It is used to

symbolize Christ’s triumph over the darkness of

death and sin on Easter. Its size, paschal candles

are at least 30 inches tall and clearly the biggest

candle in the worshipping space, emphasizes the

great magnitude of the Easter victory. Pascal can-

dles have been used in Christian worship since the

5th century. The paschal candle is often etched with

the Greek letter alpha (A) and omega (W) which

mean beginning and ending. The paschal candle is used through-

out the Easter season, on Pentecost, for baptisms and for funerals.

Any other questions on the paschal candle or for future install-

ments of the Worship Corner please see Pastor Chad or Cindy

Knoop. (Sources used: Altar Guild and Sacristy Handbook; S. Anita

Stauffer; Augsburg Fortress; 2000)
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Council Minutes - April 9, 2012
Members present: Neil Korsmo, Shari Friis, Toni Dodds,
Del Hughes, Kent Kaufman, Vicky Kimpe, Cindy, Knoop,
Mike Fryauf, and Pastor Chad Whaley

Members Absent: Nancy Bruns

Meeting Called to Order: 6:32 p.m. by President Neil
Korsmo

Opening Prayer/Devotions: Pastor Chad opened with a
prayer

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Chad reported on the activities and
meetings attended in the last month. In additional to his nor-
mal activities, he attended Holy Week Worship for rostered
leaders in Grinnell and had a meeting with the 1st Call Con-
gregational Support Group.

Secretary’s Report: Minutes from March regular meeting
and one special meeting to be approved: Kent Kaufman
moved to accept the minutes. Shari Friis seconded. Approved

Treasurer’s Report: Financial report for March was re-
viewed. Del Hughes moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report.
Kent Kaufman seconded. Approved

Committee Reports

Building & Grounds: Kent reported that he has changed
some light bulbs and worked on the water cooler. Candy
Madsen and Kent and his family have worked on the grounds
and done some clean up. Curt Casper has mowed and
sprayed the grounds. Kent reported that the ordering of sup-
plies will go through Paula Casper. Del is working on the
locks to the sacristy, small hall and great hall. Locks have
been installed on the sacristy and now he is in process of con-
firming that keys will work on all locks. Kent said the Cedar
County Assessment Office had contacted Pastor Chad about
going through the church to update their records. Kent also
said that he has had discussions with the City of West Branch
about corrections to the church property boundaries.

Education: Toni reported that she had a meeting scheduled
for Tuesday, 4/10 to discuss VBS and the new Sunday
School curriculum.

Youth: Shari reported that things are going well with the
Middle School group. They continue to meet on Sunday eve-
nings. Palm Sunday Brunch went well.
Youth: Mike said that he is working with Courtney on the
High School group.

Evangelism & Missions: Mike reported that he is still work-
ing with Paula Casper and Laura Twing on the corn milling
machine in Tanzania.

Fellowship: Del reported that Sue Hughes is working on
scheduling fellowship.

Music & Worship: Pastor Chad reported that confir-
mation is scheduled for May 6th. There was discussion
about recognizing High School Seniors on May 20th.

Stewardship: No Report

Old Business:
Hiring Admin Assistant: Del reported that Paula Casper
was hired.
Revelations software: Reported that the new on-line
software is in place and Jill has done on-line training
and been using the software and it is going good.
Education Task Force: Toni and Shari working on.
Will discuss at their meeting on Tuesday, 4/10/12
Hospitality Task Force: Del and Mike working on re-
cruiting members to join the task force. Some ideas and
items that would fall under Hospitality Task force are
name tags for every member, city signage/directional
signage to church, celebrating seniors.
Roles, Responsibilities of Council members: Neil
shared a document with sample “mission statements”
for each committee. He will make copies and distribute
to each council member so we have to use as examples
to help in writing our roles and responsibilities.
Doors and keys: Del said he may need to collect all out-
standing keys and have them re-cut so one key works in
each lock. He is still working on this.
Breakdown of Maintenance/improvement line item in
2012 budget: no new news
Child Safety and Sexual Abuse Policy discusion and
vote: Tabled till next meetingLawn Mowers: Paul Friis
had donated the push mower but realized he needed
back so we no longer have. The riding lawn mower is
not in good condition and at the repair shop now. Have
interest from someone that would like the rider. Del
moved that we offer the riding lawn mower for sale at
the price of the repair and if they are satisfied they can
make a donation to the church in the fall. Mike second-
ed. Motion approved.
Synod Assembly Delegates: Vicky Kimpe has volun-
teered to be a delegate. We still need a male. Will con-
tinue to ask for volunteers.
Constitution update: Neil is working on a power point
presentation that outlines changes/updates made to the
constitution. When this is completed it will need to be
shared with the congregation at a special congregational
meeting to be voted on.

New Business:
Pastor Chad indicated he would like a round table and 4
chairs for his office when he has council sessions in
there. Will continue to research for best options.

Meeting Adjourned: 8:43 pm by President Neil
Korsmo
Next Meeting: Monday, May 14, 2012 @ 6:30 p.m.
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MAY 2012

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29
9:00 AM Worship followed by
fellowship
10:15 AM Sunday School all
ages

30
11:00 AM Hope
Chest Open

1
1:00 PM Quilters
1:30 PM Hope
Chest Open
5:30 PM Yoga class
(Lisa Zimmerman)

2
6:00 AM Mens
Breakfast and Bible
Study
6:15 PM Adult
choir practice
6:30 PM Confirma-
tion dinner and
study

3
6:00 AM Wom-
en's Bible study

4 5

6
9:00 AM Confirmation Sunday
9:00 AM Worship followed by
fellowship
10:15 AM Sunday School all
ages

7
11:00 AM Hope
Chest Open

8
1:00 PM Quilters
1:30 PM Hope
Chest Open
5:30 PM Yoga class
(Lisa Zimmerman)

9
6:00 AM Mens
Breakfast and Bible
Study
9:00 AM Women's
Circle
6:15 PM Adult
choir practice

10
6:00 AM Wom-
en's Bible study

11 12

13
9:00 AM Worship followed by
fellowship
10:15 AM Sunday School all
ages

14
11:00 AM Hope
Chest Open

15
1:00 PM Quilters
1:30 PM Hope
Chest Open
5:30 PM Yoga class
(Lisa Zimmerman)

16
6:00 AM Mens
Breakfast and Bible
Study
6:15 PM Adult
choir practice

17
6:00 AM Wom-
en's Bible study

18
Great hall re-
served

19
Great hall re-
served

20
9:00 AM Worship followed by
fellowship
10:15 AM Sunday School all
ages
5:00 PM Youth event 5-8th
grade

21
11:00 AM Hope
Chest Open

22
1:00 PM Quilters
1:30 PM Hope
Chest Open
5:30 PM Yoga class
(Lisa Zimmerman)

23
6:00 AM Mens
Breakfast and Bible
Study
6:15 PM Adult
choir practice

24
6:00 AM Wom-
en's Bible study

25
12:00 PM Great
hall reserved

26

27
9:00 AM Worship followed by
fellowship

28
11:00 AM Hope
Chest Open

29
1:00 PM Quilters
1:30 PM Hope
Chest Open
5:30 PM Yoga class
(Lisa Zimmerman)

30
6:00 AM Mens
Breakfast and Bible
Study
6:15 PM Adult
choir practice

31
6:00 AM Wom-
en's Bible study

1 2
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Assigned Tasks

Lectors
5/06 - Justin Roth
5/ 13 - Tonya Samuelson
5/20 - Kami Poppen
5/27 - Toni Dodds
Greeters
5/6 - Paul & Deanna Weismann
5/13 - Ron & Candy Madsen
5/20 - Jerry & Toni Dodds
5/27 - Richard & June Madsen
Acolytes
5/6 - Derek Fetzer & Isaac Kimpe
5/13 -Ethan Fetzer & Karly Blaalid
5/20 - Matt Whaley & Lauren Whaley
5/27 - Billy Friis & Claire Kauffman
Fellowship
5/6 - Dan Holstad
5/13 - Bonnie Conner
5/20 -
5/27 -

Facebook is just another way to
stay in touch and communicate

with one another along with
other congregations in the

community, synod and ELCA!

To find Bethany’s main page,
search “Bethany Lutheran

Church (ELCA) West Branch,
Iowa”

To find the Youth Ministry
page, search

“Bethany Youth Ministry”

DON”T FORGET TO LIKE US!


